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TheSPEAKER. The rule applies to members. 

Mr. GROW. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged, on the payment of fees. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
cused, with my colleague, [Mr. Wuire,] from 
attendance here for the next three or four hours, 
| trust that that courtesy will be extended to me. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 


[ ask that I may be ex- | 


sylvania desires to be absent for two or three hours, | 


to fullfil an engagement. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I object. 

The SPEAKER The Chair will put the ques- 
tion to the House. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 7 S 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 
be excused from attendance. 

The SPEAKER. For two or three hours? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. No, sir; that will 
notanswer my purpose. [ask to be excused from 
attendance during this sitting. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

~Mr. MOORE asked to be excused; but subse- 
quently withdrew the motion. 

TheSPEAKER. Mr. Wirson, of Indiana, you 
have been arrested and brought to the bar of the 
House for absenting yourself from its sittings 
without its permission. What reason have you 
to submit for your absence ? 

Mr. WILSON. I remained here up to the 
usual hour of adjournment, and then went home 
to answer some letters which could no longer be 
delayed. 
stituents were interested. So soon as I heard that 
there was a call of the House, I came here. 

Mr. LEITER. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged from custody on payment of the fees. 


Task that I may 


They were letters in which my con- || 


The SPEAKER. Mr. Kuwket, of Pennsyl- 
vania. You have been arrested and brought to 
the bar of the House for absence from its sittings 
without its permission. What reason have you 
to assign for that absence ? 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I was in 
committee at ten o’clock this morning; shortly 


>? 


| after four o’clock this afternoon I went home with 
my colleague. ‘The bills upon the Private Calen- 
dur were almost all objected to; and a motion to 
adjourn was made which | was under the impres- 
sion would be carried. On my return, I meta 
number of gentlemen in the old Capitol, coming 


praiseworthy determination on the yer of gentle- 
men around me to enforce the attendance of mem- 
bers; but, for myself, | will say, that since I took 
my seat here, on the 7th of December, I have not 
been absent from the House one day. Sick or 
well, I have been in my seat. To-day when the 
usual hour for dinner arrived, apprehending a 
long session, and not being able to remain here 


| tillsix o’clock without refreshment, I went down 


from the House, who informed me that the House |} 


had adjourned. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the gentleman 
| be discharged on the payment of fees. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 
Mr. Grancer being at the bar of the House— 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Grancer, you have 
been arrested and brought before the bar of the 


| House for having absented yourself from the sit- | 


tings of the [louse, without the permission of the 
| House. What reason have you to assign for 
your absence ? ; 
| Mr. GRANGER. I have but little excuse to 
|; make. I was a little unwell, but I will not offer 
| that as anexcuse. I went down to get a cup of 
| tea; and I repented, and came back; and now 1 
throw myself on the mercy of the court. ([Laugh- 
ter. 
Nr. STANTON. I desire to state that I lately 
visited the gentleman from New York, and found 
| him in bed; and I am very well satisfied that his 
health is such that he ought not to remain here 
during long sessions; I therefore move that he be 


|| discharged on payment of fees. 


The question was taken; and the motion was | 


agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Srewart, of Pennsyl- 


vania, you have been arrested and brought to the 


bar of the House in consequence of having ab- | 


sented yourself from its sittings without its per- 
mission. What reason have you to assign for 
your absence ? 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. A friend 
of mine came here from the district which I rep- 


resent, and his business here required my pres- | 


ence with him. 
from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis,] to be absent for 
a short time. 
that there had been a call of the House. I meant 


no disrespect to the House by my absence from | 


its sittings. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I move that the gentleman 
be discharged from custody on the payment of 
fees. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to, 


[ returned to the House, and found | 


I paired off with the gentleman | 


The SPEAKER. Mr. Purviance, of Penn- | 


sylvania, you have been arrested and brought to 


the bar of the House for being absent from its | 


sittings without its permission. What reason 
have you to assign for your absence? 


Mr. PURVIANCE. 


I believe that I have not | 


been absent a single day during this session, but | 


& portion of this day, and about a week, when I 
went home to attend the funeral of my mother. 


This afternoon, after four o’clock, I was absent | 
When I was re- | 


a short time from the House. 
turning, | met some members in the rotunda 


of the old Capitol, and they informed me that the | 
I then went back to my | 


House had adjourned. 


boarding-house. If it had not been for that mis- 


information, | would have been here in my seat, | 


as usual. 


Mr. WINSLOW. In consideration of the pe- 
culiar character of the gentleman’s excuse, I move 
that he be discharged from custody on the pay- 
ment of fees. [Laughter.] 


Mr. PURVIANCE. I ask to be excused alto- 
gether. 


The question was taken on Mr. Winstow’s || The SPEAKER. Mr. Paumer, of New York. | 


motion, and it was agreed to. 
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The question was taken; and Mr. GRANGER was 
discharged. 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. Reapy. 


thought I had better go home to see how that 


freshment. While there, | met with the chairman 
of my committee and another gentleman, and | 
| asked if the House had adjourned. One of them 
promptly answered in the affirmative. My re- 
turning here, was wholly accidental. I had for- 
gotten some keys in my desk, which it was im- 
portant for me to have. I returned here for them, 
and the first I knew of the House being in ses- 
sion, was when I was met at the door by the 
Doorkeeper. 

Mr. SICKLES. I move that the gentleman be 
excused. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move that he be excused 
on the payment of costs. 

Mr. GROW. 
see says that he left here because one of the mem- 
bers of his family was sick, | would be in favor 
of excusing him. 


sole reason. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Reapy was 
excused on the payment of fees. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Wane, of Ohio. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to see 
| that my services in this House are becoming bet- 
ter appreciated. I was here all the day doing allin 
my power for the good of the country, asI thought. 
I went out for a moment to dinner, and was re- 


on the steps of the rotunda. [ asked him if the 
House had adjourned and he said it had; and 
thereupon I[ turned around and went back again 
to my lodging—but, after a while, I found there 
was a more effectual calling on me. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I move that the gentleman 
|| be discharged on the payment of fees. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to, 





i) Mr. PALMER. I am pleased to see such 


Mr. READY. [ have been in session with my | 
committee from ten o’clock till half past four. | 
When the eommittee adjourned, I stepped out, || 
and a member of my family being indisposed, I | 


member was coming on, and to get a little re- | 


turning, when [ met my colleague, Mr. Nicnots,. 


to dinner, and when [ came back I found the 
doors closed. 

Mr. BLISS. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged on the payment of fees, 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland, (at twenty-cight 
| minutes past six o’clock, p. m.) [ move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr.GROW. I thoughtit was understood that 


| we should go through with the call. 


If the gentleman from Tennes- 


Mr. READY. I will not say that that was the | 


Mr. LEITER. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw that motion. In fairness to those gen- 
tlemen who have been brought here, let us execute 
the order in good faith. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Davis, of Iowa. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Lowa. Tanswered to my name 
when I was called, and have not been out of the 
Hall since. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair owes the 
gentleman from Lowa an apology for cailing on 
him. His name was returned by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms. The gentleman’s name is recorded as being 
present. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland, (at haif past six 
| o’clock.) I now renew the motion to adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. LEITER. Would it be in order now to 
have the sick-list of the Pennsylvanians read ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has great doubts 
on the subject. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. KELSEY. Would it be in order to call 
up the resolutions reported by the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, in relation to the Clayton-Bul- 
wer treaty at this time? [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. Itis hardly in order, as there 
| is no‘quoram present. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Task the consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the absentees from the House on the Jast 
vote by yeas and nays before adjournment be entered upon 
the Journal and reported in the Globe. 

Mr. KELSEY. The Chair cannot entertain 
the resolution, as there is no quorum present. 

Mr. MOORE. I move to lay the resolution on 
| the table. 

The SPEAKER. The reselution has not been 
received, 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. My resolution 
does not refer to this proceeding, but to the pro- 
| ceedings of the earlier part of the session. 

Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a question of order. 
There is no quorum here for the transaction of 
| business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the resolution is not in order, inasmuch as there 
is no quorum here, and the House is engaged in 
the call. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar, and 
announced that, in pursuance of the order of the 
House, Mr. Case, of Indiana, was within the 
bar of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cass, you have been 
| arrested and brought to the bar of the House for 
absenting yourself from its sittings without the 
| permission ofthe House. Have you any excuse 
to offer to the Flouse for your absence? 

Mr. CASE. I think I have a very good one. 
I remained here about three quarters of an hour 
after the House had stopped doing business in 
| Committee.of the Whole. I then went home to 
get my dinner, and when I came back I found 
the doors closed. A man has to eat in Washing- 
ton as everywhere else. [Laughier.] 

Mr. LEITER. After the excuse which the gen- 
tleman has given, I move that he be discharged 
on the payment of fees. 

The motion*was agreed to. 


I withdraw the 
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Mr. STANTON. Suppose the House should 
adjourn now: would the residue of the order of | 
the House be executed to-morrow? 





The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider that || 


question for a moment. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared, and announced 
that, in obedience to the order of the House, 
Messrs. Arxins, Suaw of North Carolina, and 
Taxpor, were now within the bar of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Tarpor, you have been 
arrested and brought to the bar of the House for 
having absented yourself from its sittings with- 
out the permission of the House. What excuse 
have you to offer for your absence? 

Mr. TALBOT. I have very little excuse to 
offer, except that I thought the House was in the | 
act of adjourning when | left. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move that my friend 


and colleague be discharged on the payment of 


the fees. 1] 
The motion was agreed to. || 


The SPEAKER. Mr. Suaw, of North Car- 
olina, what excuse have you to offer for your 
absence? 

Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina. I have only 
to say that I remained here until five o’clock. | 
The vote had then been taken on the adjourn- | 
ment, and I was informed by one of the pages on 
the floor that there was a majority in favor of the 
adjournment. Being somewhat anxious to get 
my dinner, I withdrew before the result of the 
vote was announced by the Chair. That is all 
the excuse I have to offer. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. Inasmuch as 
the gentleman from North Carolina has given an 
excuse that has been approved of by the House 
before, I will move that he be discharged upon | 
the payment of the fees. [Laughter. | 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Arkins, what excuse 
have you to render for your absence ? 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Speaker, I have exactly | 
the same excuse that was rendered by my friend 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Suaw.] I thought 
the House was about to adjourn. My excuse is 
not quite as good as his, as he left a little later 
than I did. I left after answering to my name. | 
I supposed the House would adjourn, as it had | 
been in session for five or six hours. 
the sameexcuse which the gentleman from North | 
Carolina had—an empty stomach. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MAYNARD. aoe. the House will ex- 
tend the same tender consideration to my col- | 
loague thatit has extended to others. [Laughter.] | 
1 move that he be discharged from custody upon 
the payment of the fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MOORE. I move that the Doorkeeper 
admit my colleague, Mr. Cops. He was here 
during the call, and his name is recorded, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
door, and can come in if he desires. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar, and 
announced that, in obedience to the order of the 
Hlouse, Messrs. Boyce and Hucues were now | 
within the bar. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Boyce, of South Car- 
olina, you have been arrested and brought to the 
bar of the House for absence from its sittings | 
without its permission. What reason have you 
to assign for your absence? 

Mr. BOYCE. I thought that I had been re- 
markably attentive to the proceedings of the 
House, to-day, and, at the proper hour, I went to 
get my dinner. On my return, I found the doors 
of the House closed. 

Mr. GARNETT. As a reward toa faithful 
servant, | move thatthe gentleman be discharged 
from custody on the payment of the usual fees. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Hvueues, of Indiana, 
you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 
the House for absenting yourself without its per- 
mission. Whatreason have you to assign in ex- 
cuse ? 

Mr. HUGHES. Mr. Speaker, I learned that 
the Sergeant-at-Arms was looking after me, and 
I began, at once, to look after him. 1 found him 
before he found me, and, therefore, 1 hope that 
the costs will be assessed in my favoragainst him. 
{ Laughter. } 

Mr. WINSLOW 


I propose fos the gentleman 


_THE CONG 


[ had also || 


He is here at the || 
He says he | 
knows his rights. | 


|| without permission. 





| the same leniency that was extended to the gen- 


' tleman from South Carolina. I move that he be 
discharged on the payment of costs. 


agreed to. 


Mr. GROW. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that the 


less on his parole of honor to return, and return 
speedily. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
House adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that all 
further proceedings under the call be dispensed 


}, with, 
The question was taken; and the motion was | 


not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I think, now, that 
we are punishing ourselves more than those out- 
side. It is certain that we do not expect to do any 
business here to-night. 

Mr. COVODE. I suggest that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms employ a larger force than he seems to 
have in bringing members in. 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter within the 
discretion of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
geant-at-Arms informs the Chair that he has five 
deputies. 

Mr. HUGHES. If the motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania be before the House, I 
should like to propose that there be a call for vol- 
unteers. [Laughter.] 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar, and 
announced that, in obedience to the order of 
the House, Messrs. Apnorr, Porrer, Ke.ioce, 
Enxexuisu, Taytor of New York, CockeriLu, 
Birtincuurst, Woopson, and ANDERSON, were 
.Within the bar of the House. 


The SPEAKER, Mr. Asport, of Maine, you 


have been arrested and brought to the bar of the | 
House for absenting yourself from its sittings | 


without its permission. What reason do you 
assign as an excuse for your absence? 


ter. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move that 


payment of fees. 
‘The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


you have been arrested and brought to the bar 
of the House for absenting yourself from its sit- 
tings without its permission. What reason have 
you to assign for your absence? 

Mr. POTTER. I went to dinner; and after 
dinner, not feeling well, | came back, but found 
the doors closed. py aarniees) 

Mr. LEITER. move that the gentleman be 
discharged from custody on the payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Ke ttoga, of Illinois, 
you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 


the House for absenting yourself from its sessions | 
You will assign your rea- | 


| son for your absence. 

Mr. KELLOGG. The only excuse I have is, 
that when it grew tiresome and dull here, 1 went 
into the city to get some dinner. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged from custody on the payment of fees. 


agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Enautsn, of Indiana, 
you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 
the House for absenting yourself from its sessions 
without its permission. 
to assign for absence? 

Mr. ENGLISH. I believe that I have a lawful 
-excuse. I left the House about half past two 
o’clock, for the purpose of procuring some in- 
formation at the Post Office Department in refer- 
ence to business pending before the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move that the gentleman 
be discharged from custody on the same terms as 
others have—by the payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Taytor, of New York, 
' you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 


| 





The question was taken; and the motion was 


Is there nota rule compelling | 
the closing of the doors until this order is issued ? | 


| doorkeepers will not allow a member to retire un- | 


I move that the | 


The Ser- | 


Mr. ABBOTT. None in the world, except that | 
I wanted my dinner, and went to get it. [Laugh- | 


my colleague be discharged from custody on the | 


TheSPEAKER. Mr. Porter, of Wisconsin, | 


The question was taken; and the motion was | 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


! 





| Sergeant-at-Arms. 


May 14, 
the House for absenting yourself from its Sittings 
without its permission. What reason in excuse 
have you to assign? 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Lleft the House 





| at quarter before five o’clock, under the impres.- 


sion that the vote then being taken on the adjourn. 
ment would be decided in the affirmative. I find, 
however, that I was mistaken. I have nothiny 
to offer but this, that I have had a good dinne; 
and had excellent company on my return here, 

Mr. KELSEY. The gentleman seems to be the 
victim of misplaced confidence. I move that he 
be discharged on the payment of fees. (Laughter.} 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cockeritt, of Ohio, 
you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 
the House for absenting yourself from its sittings 
without its permission. What excuse have you 
to make for that absence? 

Mr. COCKERILL. Not being willing to fast 
longer than eight hours, I went to dinner. I have 
no other excuse. I am here now, ready for busi- 
ness. 

Mr. MOORE. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged from custody on the paymentof fees, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Bituinenvrsrt. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. For several days past 
I have been engaged on the Committee of the Ju- 
diciary from ten o’clock till the adjournment of 
the House, and have been absent by leave of the 
House. To-day, some time after four o’clock, 
when the committee adjourned, I went to my 
boarding place and took my dinner; and accident- 
ally hearing that the House was yet in session, 
and that there was a call made, I came immedi- 
ately to the House and reported myself to the 
That is the only excuse | 


| have. 





What reason have you | 


/ariglht to make a motion, 
standing in court. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. In consideration 
of the extreme diligence of my colleague on the 
Judiciary Committee, I would move that he be 
discharged on the payment of fees. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. If this includes trave| 
to the Sergeant-at-Arms, I must take to myself 
some credit for coming voluntarily, and reporting 
myself. I hope I shall not be charged with any 
travel fees. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have the 
right to appeal to the Speaker, if he objects to the 
taxation of costs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

TheSPEAKER. Mr. Woopson, of Missouri. 

Mr. WOODSON. I think I have as good an 


| excuse as any man on earth has. Yesterday, my 


wife left me [laughter] to go home, and to-day 
I have felt very little like participating in legisla- 
tion. I hope, therefore, 1 will e€ unanimously 
excused. ae 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. I hope 
the gentleman will be excused without payment 
of fees. 

Mr. LEITER. I rise toa point of order. The 


|| gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stewart] is, 


in my judgment, under arrest; and he has hardly 
He is not in good 


The SPEAKER. Has the gentleman paid his 
fees? 

Mr. WOODSON. I have arranged them. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. No one 
has a right to raise that point except the Sergeant- 
at-Arms. 

Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina. I move that 
the gentleman from Missouri be fined double the 
usual fees for permitting his lady to leave. 

Mr. KELSEY. 1! move to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania by inserting, 
on payment of fees. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. 
the amendment. 

The motion, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. SPINNER. I have heard it suggested that 
the Sergeant-at-Arms is in the habit of not col- 
lecting the fees from delinquents. If that is so, 
this is a very expensive amusement for the Gov- 
ernment; and I should like to know the fact be- 
fore I vote for more fines. F 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that, where the House orders fees to be paid by 
members, the House, of course, will not be re- 
sponsible for them. : 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Anperson, of Missour!. 

Mr ANDERSON My wife left this evening 


I accept 
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for Boston, and I considered it my duty as an | The SPEAKER. There Se ae question pend- || 


affectionate husband to escort her to the depot 
and see her safely off. Rss 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. I think that, as 
this gentleman has been peculiarly situated, and 


has had the pleasure, while he was absent, of dis- | 


charzing his private duties, | move that he be ex- 
cused on the payment of costs. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Can I be per- 


mitted, being under arrest, to offer an amend- | 


ment? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 


a gentleman who has been discharged by order of | 


the House may make a motion. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. [s not the dis- 
charge a conditional one, dependent on the pay- 
ment of fees? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Itis acondition 
precedent, not subsequent. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
centleman has the right to make a motion. 
*'Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I wish to cor- 
rect the remarks of the gentleman from Louisiana. 


He remarked that the gentleman from Missouri | 
ought to pay the fees, as the cause of his absence | 


was a pleasant one. It certainly could not have 
been very pleasant to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri to see his wife parting from him. 
therefore, the House has been deceived in the re- 


marks of the gentleman from Louisiana. The gen- || 
tleman from Missouri was not only absent in the 


discharge of a high duty, but he was suffering ex? 
ceedingly in the separation from his wife. I there- 
fore move, as an amendment, that the gentleman 
be discharged without the payment of fees. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. 


an affectionate husband than the consciousness of 
having discharged a duty to his wife. [Immod- 
erate laughter.}] As the gentleman has absented 
himself from the discharge of his public duties, 
and has the pleasing consciousness of having per- 
formed a private duty, | trust the amendment will 
be rejected. 

Mr. LEITER. 
from Missouri at what hour the train left? 

Mr. ANDERSON. 


House, as usual, had adjourned; but I ask that | 
may be treated the same way as other members 
have been. 


The question was taken on the amendment of | 
Mr. Taytor, of New York; and it was not agreed | 


lo. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. AnpERsow 
was discharged on the payment of costs. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE, (to the Speaker.) Please, 
sir, may Igo out? (Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will get a 
pass at the door. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LEITER. | find my colleague, Mr. Cx, 
under arrest, and I do not wish for any Ohio 
member to be under arrest. 

A Memper. I think he ought to stand. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared, and reported | 


that, in obedience to the order of the House, 
Messrs. Cox, Triprr, ZoLiicorrer, and Cray, 
were before the bar of the House. 


The SPEAKER. Mr. Cox, of Ohio, you || 


have been arrested and brought to the bar of the 
House for having absented yourself from its sit- 
tings without the permission of the House. What 
excuse have you to assign for your absence ? 


Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I have simply to say | 
that | have been home among my constituents, |, 


and have only arrived here to-day. | found some 
malignant diseases prevailing at home, and among 


the rest the small-pox; and [ do not know but | 
that I may have itnow. My wife was vaccinated | 
when 1 was at home; and in traveling on here, she | 
became very sick and feverish, and I have been | 


caring for her all the afternoon. 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 
colleague be discharged. 
The motion was agreed to. 


I move that my 


Mr. HUGHES. I believe that the object of || 


the call is to bring in a quorum. 
{Cries of ** No,’ ** No.”’ 


Mr. HUGHES. There hits been no quorum || 
here up to this time, until the arrival of Mr. Cox. || 


I think there is now a quorum here. 


Mr. MORGAN What is the question before 
the House? 


1 think, | 


In reply to my | 
friend from New York, 1 beg leave to remark that | 
I conceive there could be no greater pleasure for | 


I desire to ask the gentleman | 


About half past three | 
o'clock; and | supposed that, at that time, the | 
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|| ing before the House. 

Mr. HUGHES. I was going to make a mo- 
tion that all further proceedings under the call be 
dispensed with, 

Mr. CLEMENS. 
of business. 

Mr. HUGHES. I shall submit no motion. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Zouuicorrer, you have 
been brought to the bar of the House for absent- 
|| ing yourself from its sittings without the permis- 
sion of the House. What reason have you to 
assign for your absence? 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I have none other than 


that I supposed the time had come when the 


I ask for the regular order 


had adjourned. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move that my colleague 
be discharged from arrest; and inasmuch as he 
seems to have no very good excuse, that he be 
required to pay the fees. 
| ‘Phe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Tripper. 

Mr. TRIPPE. Mr. Speaker, this is the first 
time I have ever been caught in this category. | 
have not been arrested. I came here voluntarily. 
I thought the House had adjourned. Indeed, I 
had heard so, and was thunderstruck when | 
found that the House was still in session. 


formation which the gentleman from Georgia has 
| given us, it seems that this is the first time that 
‘Tripre has tripped, | move that he be discharged 
upon the payment of the fees. [Laughter.] 
|| ‘The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cray, what reason have 
rou to give for your absence ? 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I came here this 
morning suffering and coughing like a funeral, 
when | ought not to have left my house. I came 
here, sir, because I believed that the Clayton-Bul- 

| wer resolutions would perhaps come up to-day, 
and I had determined, that if I died in my tracks 


|| sert and maintain the Monroe doctrine. [Much 
| laughter.] I staid here, sir, for hours, suffering 
|| greatly, and finally supposing that upon the rjsing 
of the committee, and upon the report of my hon- 
orable colleague from Kentucky, [Mr. Mar- 
| SHALL,] whom I do not see here now, (laughter, ] 
_ the House was about to adjourn, and that there 
| would be no chance for the Clayton-Bulwer reso- 
lu*tons to-day, or for me to die in my tracks in 
their defense, [laughter;] I therefore supposed 
| that it would be better for me to return to the place 
from which | ought not to have come this morn- 
ing—to my bed athome. I was summoned, not 
by the Sergeant-at-Arms of this House, but by 
quite a young man, with a cap on, [laughter,} 
| who said he came from the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
| and I immediately determined to obey the man- 
| dates of this House, whether by its highest ex- 
|| ecutive officer, or by anybody who pretended to 


'| very respectfully to the control of the House. 
| Mr. MORGAN. On account of the great suf- 
|| fering which the gentleman has undergone, | move 
|, that he be discharged on payment of the fees. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I think that after the 
| statement of the gentleman from Kentucky, he 
ought to be discharged without costs. He has 
| stated to the House that he ought not to have left 
his bed this morning, and I understand that the 


| | move to amend the motion of the gentleman from 

New York, by striking out the payment of fees. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 

|| Mr. Morcan’s motion was then agrecd to. 

‘The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared, and announced 


Mitison was present within the bar. 

| ‘TheSPEAKER. Mr. Mituson, you have been 
arrested and brought to the bar of the House for 

| absenting yourself ffom its sittings without the 

| permission of the House. What reason have you 

to assign for your absence ? 


Mr. MILLSON. 


|| time past to get into the Elouse. I had not intended 
| to absent myself from the House. 

| was to stay in the House until its adjournment. 
|| 1 was here and voted on the question of adjourn- 
| 


| the gallery under my charge, | went out and at- 


House ought to adjourn, and that it probably | 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. As from the in- | 


here in the House, and in this seat, | would reas- | 


represent it; and | come, and now submit myself 


| remark was not made in jest, but in all sincerity. | 


that, in obedience to the order of the House, Mr. 


I have not been absent all | 
the time voluntarily. I have been a for some | 


My purpose | 


ment, Immediately after voting, having a lady in | 
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tended her to an omnibus, intending and expect- 
ing to return before the conclusion of the roll-call. 
On my way back, I met two or three members of 
the Hlouse who told me the House had adjourned. 
I did not doubt the fact, but in order to be par- 
ticularly correct and accurate, I walked on and 
inquired of two or three gentlemen, and they made 
the same statement, thatthe House had adjourned. 
I did not doubt the fact, and I then went home. 
I casually learned afterwards that the flag was 
still flying, and I returned to the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the gentleman be discharged on the payment of 
the fees. ; 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Would it be in 
order to move that the names of those who have 
not.come in be read ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 
that could be done. There are one hundred and 
eighteen absentees. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Isit in orderto move to take 
up the resolution to abrogate the Clayton-Bulwer 
convention for the gentleman from Kentucky ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks not, no 
quorum beg present 

Mr. COLFAX. Isitin order to inquire whether 
the Sergeant-at-Arms has yet found the where- 
abouts of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means? [{Laughter.]} ‘ 

The SPEAKER. No return has been made. 

Mr. MOORE. With a view to see whether a 
quorum is present, | move that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MOORE. [| withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 1 wish to make an inquiry 
of the Chair. After the House procéeds to the 
call, and takes the excuses of such members as 
present themselves, would it not be competent to 
make a motion fixing some day next week for 
hearing the excuses of those whoare still absent > 
I see by Cushing’s Parliamentary Manual that 
that course has been adopted in the Briuish House 
of Commons, and that it has been adopted here. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. There is no 
quorum here to do that. 

The SPEAKER. Less than a quorum can 
order the attendance of members. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. Can less than a quo- 
rum fix some future day for hearing excuses ? 

Mr. CLEMENS. If less than a quorum can 
compel the attendance of members, I think it can. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. CLAY. I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have been here 
over nine hours, 

Mr. WINSLOW. Is thé question debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 

, to debate it. i 

| Mr. WINSLOW. The gentleman has made a 
motion to adjourn, and it must be put without 
debate. 

Mr. GARNETT. If the House adjourns will 
not the members the Sergeant-at-Arms arrests re- 
main in his custody until the morning? 

The SPEAKER. The precedents seem to be 
in conflict on the subject. It is stated that pro- 
ceedings ona cali of the House may be terminated 
at any time, by a vote, and that, in that case, 
members under arrest are thereby discharged. It 
is further stated, that in the mean time, members, 
under the rule, though personally present, are not 
allowed to participate in the proceedings, or are 
not recognized as members of the assembly by 
the Presiding Officer. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays on his motion. 

Mr. WINSLOW called for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
not agreed to. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared, and reported 
that, in obedience to the order of the House, 
|| Messrs. Jenkins, Joun Cocurane, and Harcn, 
|| were now before the bar of the House. 
| The SPEAKER. Mr. Jenkins, of Virginia, 
! you have been arrested and brought before the 
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bar of the House for absenting yourself from its 
session without its permission. What excuse 
have you to offer for your absence? 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, not being fa- 
miliar with the proceedings of the House in such 
cases, | should rather some other member had 
been called first. [Laughter.} I suppose, how- 
ever, that the Chair desires to know simply 
whether Il have or have nota sufficient reason for 
absenting myself. J had a sufficient reason for 
myself, but { suppose it would not be sufficient 
for the House. 

Mr. MOORE. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged on the payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY. I move that when the House ad- 
journs it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The SPEAKER. The motion cannot be en- 
tertained. The House is engaged in executing 
the order that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. CLAY. Is it in order to move to take up 
the business on the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not, for the same reason. 

Mr. CLAY. Is the motion to gointo the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union in 
order? 

The SPEAKER. The House ts executing an 
order that there be a call of the House, and no 
motion is in order except to adjourn; and for this 
additional reason, that there is no quorum. 

Mr. CLAY. Is it in order to call the previous 
question on the call of the House? [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The previous question does 
not operate on the call. 

Mr. Joun Cocurane. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Lappear before the 
House, and on its call, under untoward circum- 
stances. I had done—at least 1 so supposed—my 
duty during the day, for | had voted steadily with 
the Administration on every measure that came 
up, [laughter,] especially on one favorite mens- 
ure, (at least it has always been a favorite meas- 
ure of mine,) the motion toadjourn. | had deliv- 
ered my last vote, and professed my last principle 


for the day, and wasaccompanying valiant men of 


war through the door. ‘The wholesome, burly 
form of my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Mar- 
SHALL,}] who I regret to see is sull absent, was in 
advance. He had delivered his battle well: so 
had we all. There were other companions with 
me; and on wholesome communication we were 
all unanimously of opinion that the House had 
adjourned. We supposed that they were foolish 
virgins whom we left behind ,trimming their lamps, 
and erying for doctrines and for signs, when no 
more signs were to be given, evidently this day. 
I returned to my quarters, and was ** taking mine 
ease in mine inn,’ when | was sharply arrested 
by the rude hand of your fell Sergeant. 

Great, str, was the shock of that arrest. The 
man physiological was astounded; the man psy- 
chological was appalled. Sir, my whole federal 
constitution trembled at the touch, and my whole 

* Nature, through all ber works, 
Gave signs of woe that all was lost.” 

Sir, I felt then, and f am even now inclined to 
think, that [ havea right to arraign the House for 
its want of respectto me. Why is it, sir, that 
after a five hours’ sitting, a gentleman, a Repre- 
sentative, a patriot, [laughter,] an Administration 
man, [laughter,] one who disavows the spoils and 
contemns them, having voted as steadily as I did 
on every Administration measure, and at last hav- 
ing voted religiously to adjourn, in company with 
that noble band of patriots whom I have described 
—one who enjoyed himself as I did—why, I say, 
is it that all the rights and privileges of such a 
one were stricken down? Why was it that, in 
company with an honorable and venerable Sena- 
tor from New York, whose burly figure reminded 
me of the trencher feats that he and I had just been 
performing—why was it, then, that senatorial dig- 
nity was insulted—that a Representative of the 
people of a great State was arrested, on such an 
occasion, in the open streets of Washington ? and 
above all, why was it 

Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of or- 
der. The gentleman is expected to answer ques- 
tions, not to ask them. 

_ Mr, JOHN COCHRANE. Sir, | am pursu- 
ing the Socratic method. [Great laughter.] I 
admit the gentieman’s plea, put in on behalf of 
the House. I take it, and, sir, with Pickwickian 
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Sir, my excuse is this: that in company with ‘| Mr.CLAY. I demand the yeas and nays upon 


these reliable gentlemen I have described, and im- 
pressed with the opinion which I have announced, 
—that our votes had determined the. question, 
and that the House had adjourned—I thought 
there was good reason for my leaving the House. 
Whether it was excusable in those whom I left 
behind me to remain, is a question which it is not 
for me to determine; but upon which I entertain 
a very decided opinion. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. I have listened 
with great satisfaction to what has fallen from my 
distinguished friend from New York. I sympa- 
thize with him in the various indignities that have 
been heaped upon him; I sympathize with him 
when he relates the story of his wrongs; | fancy 
now that I see him engaged in that trencher ser- 
vice; I fancy now that | see him enjoying all that 
satisfaction with which a wise man knows so well 
how to enjoy good viands and delicious wines. 
Sir, L sympathize with the gentleman when I re- 
member that, after all this enjoyment, and when 
the probability is that his mind was full of those 
glowing images excited by the action of the rosy 
geod, he should then, whilst in that glorious state, 
when in that condition that he felt that he was 


** er all the ills of life victorious,”’ 


have been grasped by the rude hand of author- | 


ity, [much laughter;] that those feelings of his 
should have been disturbed; and that he should 
have been compelled to descend from that eleva- 
tion to this lower world. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, May I interrupt 
the gentleman for one moment? Does he pre- 
sume to insinuate that | was high? (Great laugh- 
ter. ] 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to a question of order. I 
maintain that if, while there is a quorum of the 
House here, it is wrong to impute improper mo- 
tives to agentleman, it is much more wrong when 
the party is arraigned as a culprit before the 
House. [Laughter ] I therefore call my honor- 
able friend from Louisiana to order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Lou- 
isiana will avoid personalities. [Renewed laugh- 
ter. | 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. I beg, in the | 


most humble spirit, to apologize to the House if 
I have unwittingly indulged in allusions to any 


gentleman upon this floor, and above all to my | 
honorable friend from New York, which are sup- | 


posed to have touched him personally. I will 
say, however, in exculpation of myself, that I did 
not for one moment believe that my honorable 
friend was low. [Laughter.] I therefore did him 
the honor to believe, not that he was ** high’? in 
the sense to which he refers, but only thatthe was 
somewhat elevated in a Pickwickian sense. [Re- 
newed laughter.| And now, sir, in consideration 
of the gentleman’s sufferings, [do most cordially 
entreat the Elouse that they will extend to the 
honorable gentleman the favors which have been 
so mercifully extended to so many of his unfor- 
tunate predecessors; and I move that he be dis- 
charged upon the payment of the fees. [Laugh- 


ter. 

Mr, JOHN COCHRANE, Is that a feasidle 
motion? [Renewed laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. It has been entertained as 
such, 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Before the mo- 
tion is put, I desire, with the consent of the House, 
to ask the honorable member from Louisiana for 
some explanation. He says that he is not pre- 
pared to say that my honorable colleague is low, 
end he repudiates the idea that he is high—leav- 
ing us to infer that my colleague is Jack, as the 
Sergeant-at-Arms is to get the game. aS 
The gentleman has confused the House, and 
should like some explanation. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [rise to a personal 
explanation. It may be supposqd that | am in- 
sensible to the many remarks which may be pre- 
sumed to have personal allusion to myself, but I 
am not—I assure you | am not. My body is not 
my own. It is in the possession of the Sergeant- 


_ at-Arms, and I call upon that officer to see thata 


member of this House is not treated disrespect- 
fully. (Laughter. } 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
agreeing to the motion of Mr. Tavior, of Louis- 
iana, that Mr. Jonw Cocwrane be discharged 


magnanimity, I extend a measure of pardon to it | from custody, on payment of the fees 


that motion. 

Mr. JOUN COCHRANE. If that proposition 
is divisible, | should like the question on the first 
portion of it to be put first. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLAY. I withdraw the demand for the 


| yeas and nays. 


The question was taken; and the motion of Mr, 
Taytor, of Louisiana, was agreed to. 

The Sergeant-at Arms here appeared, and an. 
nounced that, in obedience to the order of the 
House, Messrs. Burns and Knapp were within 
the bar of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Harcn, what reasons 
have you to assign for your absence from the 
sittings of the House without its permission ? 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. Speaker, I have no par. 
ticular excuse to offer. I stayed in the House 
until late in the afternoon—until I thought it prob. 


able that the House would soon adjourn. I cer- 


| tainly thought the time had arrived when it ought 


to adjourn, and I left. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I submit whether 
that is a sufficient excuse? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Imove thatthe gentle. 
man be discharged from custody, on the payment 
of the fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Burns, of Ohio. 

Mr. BURNS. Iam here, sir. 

The SPEAKER. You have been arrested, Mr, 


3urNs, and brought to the bar of the House for 


_absenting yourself from the sittings of the House 
| without its permission. What excuse have you 


| to offer for so doing? 


Mr. BURNS. I went home to get something 
toeat, sir. [Laughter.] [tis unconstitutional to 
starve a man. I was here from eleven o’clock 


| this morning until five o’clock this afternoon, and 


was here when the vote was taken on the adjourn- 
ment. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. 


As the excuse 


| of the gentleman from Ohio is exceedingly satis- 


factory, | move that he be discharged from cus- 
tody on payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Burns here resumed his seat. 

Mr. CLAY. I swhmit whether a prisoner in 


| charge of the Sergeant-at-Arms has a right to 


resume his seat? 

The SPEAKER. Ez gratia, the Chair thinks 
the gentleman might be allowed todo so. [Laugh- 
ter. | 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared, and announced 
that, in obedience to the order of the House, 
Alr. GRoespeck was now within the bar of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Kwapp, you have been 
arrested and brought to the bar of the House for 
absenting yourself from its sittings without per- 
mission. What excuse have you to offer? 

fir. KNAPP. After remaining in my place 
here for about five hours, it occurred to me that 
it would be seasonable and suitable for me to step 
out for the purpose of taking my usual and ordi- 
nary refreshment. For that purpose, I hastened 


| to my quarters, intending in good faith to return 


immediately after accomplishing my object. I did 
so, and on coming here found the doors very un- 
expectedly closed. I proceeded at once ‘to the 
office of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and was by him 
informed of the reason of this extraordinary state 
of things. It was without any intention to dis- 
respect or disregard the proper authority of this 
House that I took the liberty thus to absent my- 
self; and I am here on duty at the earliest moment 
I could return. I feel no disposition to call in 
question the authority of the Room: I go fur- 
ther,and say that if, in doing as I have, I have 
infringed upon the letter or spirit of the rules of 
the House, lam heartily willing to be forgiven. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. COLFAX. As the House ought to be 
forgiving, and as the gentleman was not taking & 
nap, 1 move that he be discharged on the payment 
of the fees. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Grogesseck, you have 
been arrested and brought to the bar of the House 


| for absenting yourself from its sittings without 


its permission. What reason have you to assign 
for your absence? 


Mr GROESBECK. Ido not know thatI have 
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of the House. I left here about half past four 


o'clock, and went to my dinner. I have not been 
waited on by the officer of the House. I returned 


reason for absenting myself from the sittings | 


voluntarily, seeing a light in the dome, and sup- | 


yosing that some important business might be on 
hand. 1 came here of my own accord. I have 
no excuse Whatever. If it be in opposition to the 
rules of the House for me to absent myself at 
that time, I have no apology to make. 

Mr. KELSEY. As the gentleman has no ex- 
cuse for leaving the House under the circum- 
stances, I move that the severest penalty inflicted 
upon any be inflicted upon him; that is, that he 
be discharged on the payment of the fees. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move to strike out payment 
of the fees; and I do it for this reason 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is this question 
debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it is. 

Mr. HUGHES. It was perfectly in order that 
a question of order should be raised on me before 
J had commenced. If it had not been done, this 
would have been the first time during the present 
session that it had not been done. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, that the gentleman from 





Ohio ought not to be subject to the payment of | 


fees, for the reason that the excuse he has given, 
in my opinion, is sufficient to exempt him from 
any expense of that kind. I say this, not because 
there is anything particular in the excuse itself, 
but I believe it is the best excuse which has been 
given in the hearing of the House since I have 
been present during the giving of excuses. It is 
a good excuse on the same ground that an old lady 
once pronounced a certain sermon the best that 
she had ever heard in her life. She had been to 


church, and when she had retursied she told her | 


husband that she had heard the best sermon that 
was ever delivered in her hearing. Her husband 
asked her why it was the best. She could not 
tell exactly; but it was the best sermon she had 
ever heard in her life. ‘* Well,’’ said he, ** what 
was the text?’’? **Oh,I do not know; but it was 
the best sermon I ever heard in my life.’’ ‘* What 
did the minister talk about?’’? ‘*Oh, I do not 
know that; but it was the best sermon I ever heard 
in my life.”’ ‘It is a strange thing,” said he, 
“that you say it is the best sermon you ever heard 
in your life, and yet you cannot tell what was the 
text, or what it was he spoke of.’’ She replied, 
“Ido not remember the text, and I do not re- 
member What he said; but it was the best sermon 
lever heard in all my life, beeause he spoke in 
such a godly tone!’’ [Great laughter. ] 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. I rise to a question 
of order. The imposition of a fine is a matter of 
business, and the Chair has decided that less than 
a quorum cannot transact business. The propo- 
sition now is to discharge the gentleman from 
Ohio on the payment of fees. I take it that that 


is business; and to discharge or impose a fine upon | 


the gentleman can be done only by a quorum. 
Less than a majority cannot fine a member or in- 
flict any punishment whatever. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Less than a 
the discharge. 

The SPEAKER. 
point of order. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I move that the House 
adjourn. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
and nays. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


If the Chair did not hear it, it is not my fault. 
The SPEAKER. As the matter has been dis- 


posed of and passed, it is too late for the gentle- | 


man to call it up. 

Mr. HUGHES. I appeal from that decision. 
Poe eer I move to lay the appeal on 
the table. 


Mr. GROW. I should like to know how the 


Chair is to put a question which he did not hear? | 
Mr. CLAY. Would it be in order to move to 


reconsider the vote, in order that the gentleman 
may get in his amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would. 

Mr. HUGHES. I desire to be heard upon my 
appeal. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Is the appeal debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. No. But the Chair hopes 
the gentleman will be indulged. . 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
gentleman; but some of us have been here all day, 
and I trust that the gentlemen coming in at this 
late hour will not insist on making speeches. 

Mr. HUGHES. 1 dm going to speak on that 
oint. 


Mr. MORGAN. I object to his sayinga single | 

| word, except he is entitled to do so. 
Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. I ask the unan- | 

imous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 


lowing : 
Ordered, That the fees imposed, under the present call 


| of the House, upon the absentee members, be paid out of 
| the contingent fund of the House, and that all further pro- 
| ceedings under said call be dispensed with. 


/in good faith. 


| in some latitude. 


Mr. CLEMENS. 
Mr. HUGHES. 
of my motion. I made the motion to exempt the 
gentleman from Ohio from the payment of the fees, 


I object. 


House had voted to adjourn; and that it had been 
announced, though not by the Speaker, that the 
House had adjourned. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will please 
confine himself to stating the grounds of his ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair. 


Mr. HUGHES. I would be glad to be indulged | 
If the Chairconfines me strictly | 


to the appeal, | will conform to the wishes of the 
Chair. Allthat 1 have to say on that subject is 


| this: I made the motion to strike out the words, 


99 


‘*onthe payment of fees.’’ I made itas distinctly 


as, with the voice I have, I could make any mo- | 


| tion. 1 suppose the Chairdid not hearit. What 
| ought to be done in a case of that sort? 


| near as Lam to him. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I will state for the satisfac- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana, what perhaps 
he is notaware of himself, that there are occasions 


| whén his volume of voice does not reach me here, | 
It is a fault of his, in the | 


| commencement of his speech especially, not to 


| speak in an audible tone, even to me here. If, | 
therefore, the gentleman is so unfortunate as to | 
|| speak in a low tone, the remedy is, let him in- | 


| crease his voice. 


Mr. HUGHES. 


|| Suppose my constituents have a right to be heard 
quorum can discharge, attaching a condition to | 


The Chair overrules the || 


_ The yeas and nays were not ordered; there be- | 
Ing, ona division of the House—ayes 9, noes 71. | 


_The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs on 
the motion to discharge the gentleman from Ohio 
on payment of fees. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared, and reported 
that, in obedience to the order of the House, 
Messrs. Tappan, Fenton, and Farnsworrn, 
were now before the bar of the House. 

Mr. HUGHES. I connected my speech with 
& motion. What became of the motion? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair heard the speech, 
but did not hear the motion. 

Mr. HUGHES. I refer the Chair to the Man- 


| 


on this floor; and if they happen to send a Repre- 
sentative who has not a strong voice—myself, for 
instance, or the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 


Quirman]—is that a reason why they should be | 


deprived of their right to be heard here? When 
a member makes a motion, and does so as loud as 
that member can ordinarily speak, and the Chair, 
exercising the highest’ degree of diligence, does 
not hear him, itis an accident for which the mem- 
ber and his constituenis are not to be prejudiced. 
And when the matter is brought to the attention 
of the Chair, and the fact is ascertained, I con- 


| ceive that, instead of cutting off the motion on the 


ground that it was not heard, the better course 


| would be to submit the motion to the House. 





| 


And if I remember aright, there have been many 
instances during the present session in which a 
similar course has been pursued. 


subjected to any penalties in this matter, because 
I conceive this whole proceeding is unnecessary 
and wrong; and | made the motion for the purpose 
of arresting this process of inflicting pains and 
penalties on members of the House who were in 
no default, and which are ultimately to be paid 


ual, where the Chair will find that it is a breach || out of the contingent fund of this House, as = 
of privilege for the Chair not to put a question || generally are paid. Gentlemen around me will 


which is in order. I made that motion in order. | 


lam willing to hear the | 


I wish to state’the grounds | 


I did it for this reason, that the | 


That is the point exactly. I 


| asked admission. 
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testify that I made the motion in the right time. 
I hope, therefore, the Chair will reconsider this 
matter without a vote on the appeal, which I do 
not intend to ask, because this 1s an appeal to the 
Chair, not to the House. If the Chair does not 
submit my motion I shall withdraw my appeal. 
I submit to the Speaker that, on the fact being 
called to his attention that the motion was made, 
it would not be amiss for him to submit that ques- 
tion to the House. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Indi- 
ana had called the attention of the Chair to the 
fact that he had offered an amendment before the 
resolution was announced to the House, the Chair 
would, with great pleasure, have arrested the de- 
cision of the question, and have propounded his 
amendment. The Chair did not hear the amend- 
ment which the gentleman says he offered; and, 
on inquiry from the Clerk, who sits nearer the 
gentleman, the Chair learns that the Clerk did not 
hear it. The only time for the gentleman to have 
correeted the wrong action of the Chair was be- 
fore the result was announced on the main ques- 
tion. The Chair thinks it is too late now to reach 
itin any other way than that indicated by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,] by moving 
to reconsider the*vote. 

Mr. HUGHES. I withdraw my appeal; and 
I hope the gentleman will submit that motion. 

Mr. MORGAN. Lrise to a question of privi- 
lege. 1 understand that, up at the President’s 
House, there are a large number of members of this 
Hlouse now dining. I understand, further, that 
an officer of this House has been there and been 
refused admittance; and that he has been told by 
members of that house, and by those having 
the house in charge, that no members of this 
House are there. I am told that there are mem- 
bers of this House there, and, among others, the 
distinguished head of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, enjoying themselves, while we are sitting 
here without a quorum. I think that it is a dis- 
grace to the House, arid I would like to know what 
is to be done ina case of this kind? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain 
a question of privilege while the House is engaged 
in the call. 

Mr. CLAY. I move that the vote, by which 
Mr. Grorsseck was discharged on payment of 
fees, be reconsidered, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lay that motion on the table. 

Mr. HUGHES. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; only 
three members voting therefor. 

The question was taken; and the motion to re+ 
consider was laid on the table. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared and reported 
that, in obedience to the order of the House, 
Messrs. Ginmer and McKussin were now before 
the bar of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cuapman, you have 
been arrested and brought before the bar of the 
House for absenting yourself from its sittings 
without its permission. What reasons have you 
to assign for your absence ? 

Mr. CHAPMAN. Mr. Speaker, I left the 
House between four and five o’clock under the 
impression that the House would adjourn in the 
course of afew minutes. I sesebeal no intima- 
tion that there had been a call of the House until 
a few minutes ago, and immediately on on 
that information I proceeded to the House an 


I meve to 


I was not called upon by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, and [ have shown by my alac- 


| rity in attending here immediately upon being in- 
| formed that there had been a call of the House, 
that I have no desire whatever to evade the per- 
| formance of any duty that is incumbent upon me 
/as a member of this House. 
_cuse I have to offer. 


This is all the ex- 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. In considera- 


_ tion of the great alacrity which has been displayed 
| by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and in con- 
Now, | do not want to have the gentleman from |; 


Ohio, [Mr. Grorsseck,] orany other gentleman, || 


sideration, too, of his appearing to enjoy good 
health—which seems to be an unusual thing with 
the members of his delegation, [laughter]—I trust 
he may be discharged from custody on payment 


| of the fees; and I make that motion. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Isthisa debatable 
question ? 
The SPEAKER. It is.. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I have been de- 


| bating in my own mind whether this question does 
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not merit more serious consideration than the 
House is apparently about to give it. In my judg- 
ment, the excuse of the gentleman from Pennsy!|- 
vania is much too good; and I therefore move that 
in place of paying the fees, he shall pay a fine of 
$5,000; and on that motion I ask the yeas and 
nays. [(Laughter.] If any gentleman is willing 
to suggest a larger sum, I willaccept it. I pause 
for a reply. 

A Memper. Say $10,000. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I accept that mod- 
ification; and ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COLFAX. What does the gentleman in- 
tend to do with the money ? 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Pay it on the New York 
fire bill. {Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, 
contingent fund, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose these 
motions will all be entered on the Journal, and 
read to the Elouse to-morrow morning. If they 
are not, { shall move to correct the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. Allthe motions that are voted 
on will be entered on the Journal; but the Chair 
thinks that the motion of the gentleman from New 
York is not in order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Pacquiesce in the || 
decision of the Chair. 

‘The motion of Mr. Taytor, of Louisiana, was 
then agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Farnswortrn, what 
excuse have you to offer for absenting yourself 
from the sittings of the House without its permis- 
sion? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I was in the House 
from eleven o’clock until five, when I went to my 
boarding-house—a few steps off—to my tea. [| 
supposed the House would adjourn in a very few 
minutes. The Committee of the Whole had re- 
ported to the House that there was no quorum 
present. I took my supper, and had no knowl- 
edge that this proceeding was going on until afew 
minutes ago, when I came over voluntarily, and 
meeting the Sergeant-at-Arms, found myself re- 
ported to the House as an absentee, and as under 
arrest. 

Mr. GROW. IT have a word to say in reply to 
a remark which fell from the gentleman from In- 
diana, (Mr. Huaues.} Te said that he thought 
this call was useless. 1 think that it is not use- 
less, and those who ordered it thought so, for the 
reason that almost every day the Committee of 
the Whole finds itself without a quorum at three 
or half past three o'clock, when we have over 
three hundred bills upon the Private Calendar, 
and when it is utterly impossible that we can do 
the business which this Congress ought to do be- 
fore the 7th of June, the day fixed by resolution 
for adjournment, unless members enough remain 
here to make a quorum later than three o’clock in | 
the afternoon. | now move that the gentleman 
from Illinois be discharged from custody on the 
payment of the fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Fenton, what excuse 
have you to offer for your absence from the sittings 
of the House without leave ? 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. Speaker, 1am generally 
present during the sittings of the House; and I 
was present to-day from eleven o'clock until some 
time after four o’clock. Feeling quite unwell, | 
then retired from the Hotise, and remained in my 
room until a short time since, when I returned to 
the Hall without any knowledge that there wasa || will say that Lcame here this morning at the usual 
call of the House. I have no further excuse to |) hour, and remained until four o’clock. 
offer. Mr. READY. 

Mr. GROW. I move that the gentleman be | 
discharged from custody on payment of the fees. || 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Gumer, what excuse 
have you to render for your absence? 

Mr. GILMER. I regret very much if my ab- 
sence has operated to retard the business of the 
House; but my excuse is, that I remained here a | 
long time, having no business in behalf of my own || gone out for refreshment. 
constituents, who have no claims, and I believe || can attach to him. 
never did have any, against the Government. | 
Being a more industrious man than most of our | 
fellow-members, | worked so hard up to half past 
four o'clock that I got fatigued; and, as | saw a | 


|| inasmuch as I found that my friends who have 
business to attend to for their constituents were 
not disposed to attend to it, [thought I should be 
justified in tendering to that gentleman the civil- 
ities usually tendered to our constituents who 
visit the capital. I was in my own room, behav- 
ing myself peacefully and calmly, unti! I was sent 
for. I would have come at any moment; but I 
had no idea that my handsome presence was re- 
quired by anybody in the House. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. In considera- 
tion of the mitigating circumstances attending the 
case of my friend from North Carolina, who was 
very much fatigued with doing nothing, I move 
that he be discharged on payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 wish to inquire of the Ser- 
reant-at-Arms, through the Chair, whether he 
has heen at the White House. It is a fact that 
the country ought to know, whether members are 
there and refuse to come in under the order of the 
House. 

Mr. HUGHES. I object to this. Let the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms make his return to the House. 

The SPEAKER. That is the formal way. 

Mr. MORGAN. Withdraw the objection. 

Mr. HUGHES. No, sir; I object Jo. semi- 
official assaults upon men who are not permitted 
to defend themselves upon this floor. 

Mr. JEWETT. I do not profess to be much 
acquainted with the usages of the House, but I 
learn, for the first time, that it is not regarded as 
a good excuse that a member was dining with the 
President. 

Mr. STANTON. I would like to know whether 
a messenger is left waiting the convenience of 
members at the White Elouse. 

Mr. HUGHES. I object. 

The SPEAKER. 
nia, you have been arrested and brought to the 
bar of the House for absenting yourself from 
its sittings without its permission. What reason 
have you to assign for your absence? 

Mr. McKIBBIN. It was impossible for me 
to be here before four or five o’clock, which is the 
usual hour of adjournment, and I did not come 
here then, thinking that an adjournment would be 
effected. I was not aware that the House was in 
session until summoned by the deputy Sergeant- 
at-Arms. I responded to his call immediately. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Illinois. I move that 
the gentleman be discharged from custody on the 
payment of fees. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar, and 
announced that, in obedience to the order of the 
House, Mr. Porrie was within the bar. 

TheSPEAKER. Mr. Porrie, of New York, 
you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 
the Elouse for absenting yourself from its sittings 
without its permission. What excuse have you 
to offer? 

Mr. POTTLE. 
this moment. 
in his seat ? 


Jestow it on the 


Is it an offense for a member to be 


as an absentee. 

Mr. POTTLE. [ have no doubt that I was 
absent at the call of the House; but, sir, I came 
to the Elouse, and came through the dooras usual. 
No question was asked, and | of course answered 
none, 

So far as an excuse for absence is concerned, I 


gal one, and | move to quash it. 
Mr. COX. Has a return been made by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms? 
Mr. POTTLE. I have no doubt that I was 


seck to avoid anything here by a quibble. I was 
I think that no blame 


If there was any fault it was 


the absentees. 


complaint, and stretched upon sofas, | went home 
to get my dinner. In addition to that, a very ven- | 
erable gentleman from my disirict is here; and 


ness here. 


Mr. MeKuseue, of Califor: | 


[ was arrested in my seat just 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is put down | 


I think the arrest was an ille- | 


absent when the call commenced, and I do not | 


allowed to come in, I presume the Doorkeeper | 
mistaking me for one of the members who had | 


my own, in not informing him that I was one of | 
I desire to say that I came here | 
|| at eleven o’clock this morning and remained until | 
after four o’clock,when I left, suffering with head- | 
great many of my friends down with the same | ache thatrendered me incapable of doing any busi- | 
I went to my “oom, laid down upon | 
my sofa, and remained there until a gentleman | 
with whom I had made a casual acquaintance | 
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called, and I took a walk out with him. We met 


| several members and I asked whether the Houge 


had adjourned; I was told by Judge Crawrorp 
that he did not know. I came to the Capitol, and 
when upon the steps I learned from a gentleman 
just leaving, that there was a call of the House, 
and that he had answered to his name. {[ am 
pare ready to hear the penalty whatever it may 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move that the gentleman 
_ discharged from custody on the payment of 
ees. 

Mr. HOARD. I think the gentleman stated 
that his absence was caused by indisposition; and 
I move, therefore, that he be discharged uncon- 
ditionally. 

Mr. POTTLE. I wish to say that I do not 
care about this matter one way or other. I am 
willing to compare my record with that of any 
member. If I have not kept my seat as faithfully 
as my fellow-members, | am willing to pay a 
double fine. 


Mr. GOOCH. Cana member be arrested jn 


| his seat? 


The SPEAKER. If he gets there improperly 
It was a violation of the order of the 
House for the gentleman to come in after the 
doors were closed. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hoarp’s mo- 
tion; and it was disagreed to. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr, 
Bineuam; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House ad- 


| journ. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to ask the Chair 
whether it will not be in order to move, that when 
this House adjourns, if all the absent members 
shall not have been brought in at that time, all 
further proceedings under this call shall be sus- 
pended until to-morrow morning ateleven o’clock, 
and make it the special order at that time? The 
reason I make the motion is this: I am willing to 
remain here to carry out this order, but I am not 
willing that we should adjourn before all the ab- 
sent members are brought in, and that those mem- 
bers who succeed in avoiding the officers of this 
House, shall come in to-morrow morning and 
entirely escape the action of this House. There 
are at least two cases where dinner parties are in 
progress, where ladies have interfered and said 
that members of the House were not in the dwell- 
ing at the time. Is it‘fair to the members who are 
kept here, or brought here, that those who re- 
main absent shall escape the penalties incurred by 
those who have been brought in under the order 
of the House? I am only desirous of providing 
for a contingency when the House chooses to 
adjourn, in order to put non-attending members 
upon the same platform as those who have been 
brought in, and thus make no discrimination atall. 
I think by consulting Cushing’s Manual, that such 
a nrotion can be made. I therefore make the con- 
ditional motion that if, upon the adjournment of 
this House, proceedings under the call are not 
completed, that the names of non-attending mem- 
bers shall be called over and excuses heard to- 
morrow morning, and that it shall be the special 
order for eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not know 
what book the gentleman reads from, but there is 
another book or instrument that I would prefer 
to read from, and that instrument is the one under 
which this House was organized in 1789,and which 
then put this Government in motion. That in- 
strument provides that each House of Congress 
shall be the judge of the elections and qualifications 
of its members, and that a majority of the mem- 
bers of each House shall bea quorum to do busi- 
ness, but that a smaller number may adjourn from 
day to day, and compel the attendance of absent 
members. Now, I ask you what is your author- 
ity under that instrument? Is it not to compel 
the attendance of absent members here? If you 
adjourn now, and upon the meeting of this House 
to-morrow morning, those gentlemen are in their 
seats, what authority have you over them under 
the Constitution, to arraign them for their ab- 
sence at this session? The object of that power 
in the Constitution, is that you may have a ma- 


jority here to do_the business of the country 


And whether I am correct or not, my own opinion 
uoram, you have no 
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right under that Constitution, to compel the at- 
tendanece of any absent members. The clear and 
express power is, that less than a quorum may 
compel the attendance of absent members, What 
is the object of this call? Is it to get a quorum 
jere to do the business of the country? 

Mr.GARNETT. I wish toask-he gentleman 
from Tennessee a question. The clause of the 
Constitution which the gentleman quotes, says 
thata quorum may do business, but that less than 
a quorum may adjourn, or compel the attendance 
of absent members. He argues from that, that 
more than a quorum cannot compel the attend- 
ance of absent members. Will he not continue 
his argument, and argue that more than a quorum 
cannot adjourn from day to day? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No such conclu- 
sion can be drawn from that clause of the Consti- 
tution. But, as | was saying, what is the object 
of this call. I was present when you called this 
House to order this morning. There was not then 
a quorum of members present in their seats. I 
staid here unull you had gone through with the 
business in the Committee of the Whole House 
upon the Private Calendar: | stayed here until it 
was ascertained that there was no quorum here 
upon @ motion to adjourn. I voted to adjourn; 
and it was understood all over this House that 
a majority had recorded their names as having 
voted in the affirmative upon that motion. At 
that point, a good many members, as 1s the cus- 
tom upon such occasions, and upon such under- 
standing, took their hats and left. After they had 
rone out, some other gentlemen who were here— 
as | thought at the time in a playful sort of way 
—got up and changed their votes; so that, when 
the list was read over, and the result announced, 
it was found that the House had refused to ad- 
journ, and that there was no quorum present. 

Mr. LEITER. I would ask the gentleman 
from Tennessee whether it is not a fact that upon 
that motion to adjourn there was not a quorum 
here? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Exactly so; and 
I have just stated how it resulted that the House 
did not adjourn. 

When this call was moved, I voted against it, 
because | was satisfied that we were todo no more 
business to-night. ‘This House had been in ses- 
sion six hours. That was a long session; and I 
was satisfied—and the result has proved it so—that 
there was no more business to be done here. 
Now, we have been here nearly four hours from 
that time, and here we are yet; and I think it isa 
little doubtful whether we have many more mem- 
vers present than we had then. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I would inquire of the 
rentleman from ‘Tennessee whether he does not 
know that those gentlemen whose change of votes 
changed the result of the motion to adjourn, are 
not now in their seats? - 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
how thatis. lam willing to sit here any time to 
get a quorum whenever the object is to get that 
quorum for the purpose ofdoing business, and dis- 
charging the duties incumbent upon members here, 
but ldo not see that any good is to result to us or to 
the country from this sort of fancy work of going 
through this call for the mere purpose of getting 
members here. At the same time, those who have 
been here from the meeting of the House this 
morning are now being punished a good deal more 
than those we are now bringing here and discharg- 
ing upon the payment of costs, which hereafter, 

presume, as has always been the case, will be 
ordered to be paid out of the contingent fund. 

Mr. GARNETT. | desire to say to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, that for one, I voted for 
his call in good faith, on the understanding that 
it was really to be carried out to the last. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessce. One question right 
there. Did he intend when he voted for that call, 








I do not know | 


to geta quorum here for the purpose of doing 


business? 

Mr.GARNETT. I did it for this reason. I 
knew we had agreed to adjourn on the 7th of 
June; that we had a large mass of business upon 


the Calendar; that a motion was already pending, | 
moved by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. | 


Coss,] to prolong the session, because we were 
not likely to get through our business by that 
ume; that here was bill after bill involving large 
amounts of money, and principles of public jus- 


tice, passing throvgh without consideration and |) 
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| 
faith, to make an example to the country, and to 
| enforce on all of us, present or absent, the neces- 
| sity of attendance; and I should think nobody 


would have it more at heart than the gentleman 
| from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] who is remarkably 
} 
| 


| 
} 
| 


punctual in his attendance, and who has objection 
to doing busindss without a quorum. If a will 
join with us in carrying out this call, it will be an 
| example —-. of good fruits hereafter. 
| While I am up, I wish to say this further: that 
| I wish it understood that if we are to go on with 
| this call, as Iam willing to do, the Sergeant-at- 
| Arms and his officers are not to go to the theater 
| and find gentlemen there, and when gentlemen tell 
| them they will not attend the call, come back here 
| and neglect to report that to the House. They are 
| not to go to houses—I do not care where—and 
| neglect to summon the members whom they find; 
but they are to go, and, with all due diligence— 
| just as your sheriff executes an order of the court 
| —whenevera member is found, summon him, and 
if he refuse to come, arrest him, and bring him 
here truly in custody; and unless that is to be done 
the whole thing is childish. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask my 
| friend from Virginia, if he expects us to sit here 

till the Sergeant-at-Arms brings in all the mem- 
bers who were not excused ? 
Mr. GARNETT. As many as are in the city. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Why stop at the 
? why not send for all of them ? 
{r.GARNETT. The Sergeant-at-Arms will 
make his return to the House that such and such 
gentlemen have been arrested, and are here pres- 
ent; that such and such gentlemen have not been 
found, and that he believes they are absent from 
the city; and that such and such gentlemen have 
been found, and have refused to attend. If he 
makes that return before us, I think it will be pro- 
| ductive of good; and I repeat, I assume no special 
merit because | happen to be present now. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I would say to the 
gentleman, that, in all my experience in this Hall, 
I have never seen a call carried out. 

Mr. GARNETT. 
good example. 

Mr. CLEMENS. As the gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee has the credit of being a parliamentary 

leader here, and as he is known from his long 
service here to be particularly scrupulous in the 
discharge of his legislative duties, I desire, with 
all due respect to him, to notice some of the points 
| which he has made in the appeal he has made to 
| the House, and through the House to the coun- 
| try. He has made two pregnant confessions, 
| which justify the course we have taken in this 
matter. He has referred to the fact that on sev- 
eral occasions, at eleven o’clock, the House pro- 
ceeded to business without a quorum. He has 
alluded to the further fact, that, during the course 
of the proceedings of the House, at three or four 
o’clock in the afternoon, the House has been 
without a quorum; and this very day, when the 
Private Calendar was under consideration, he 
called the yeas and nays, for the purpose, as he 
declared, of seeing whether there was a quorum 
or not. Now, J desire that the counfry shall un- 
derstand precisely the motives which have actu- 
ated those who have resorted to a parliamentary 
remedy to get rid of a parliamentary abuse. Here 
we are, in the discharge of our legislative duties, 
having a salary of $3,000 imposed upon us by a 
former Congress, with the expectation all over 
the country that the business of the country would 
be discharged in a shorter period. 

Mr. TRIPPE. If the gentleman conceives that 
a salary of $3,000 is an imposition, of course he 
need not take it. 

Mr. GILMER. I desire to ask my friends from 
Virginia if they are not mistaken about ail this 
thing, and whether the pressing everything into 
pell-mell is not violating the expectations of the 
country? whether we are not expected to sit here 
a whole year, if necessary, to do the business 
calmly and patiently, and not in a hurried man- 
ner? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I appeal to the gentleman 
from North Carolina whether itis not known that, 


cit 





House has been upon the shoulders of the few 
faithful members who have ch to sit in the 


j 


| sire that the countr 








withouta quorum. I accept my full share of blame | House, and perform the business of the country? 
in all this; but I voted for a call because I saw a | and whether it is not notorious that we have been 
| disposition on all sides of the House, and in good 


passing upon measures of great public import- 
ance without a quorum being in attendance? and 
whether, especially since this joint resolution was 
passed, we have not been without a quorum at 
the hour of three o’clock nearly every day? I de- 
may understand the object 
with which this call has been carried out, and that 


| we shall see who are in their pao at a particu- 
th 


lar time willing to discharge their duty, and who 


are absent and not attending to the duties of Con- 
gress and of the country. 


Now is the time to set a 


for two months past, the chief business of the | 


Mr. HUGHES. I desire to know from the 


| two gentlemen from Virginia if they propose to 


proclaim martial law ? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to resort to every 
parliamentary remedy, I care not how severe the 
pains and penalties may be, and to hold up recu- 
santand unwilling members to the country. That 
is what I have decided to do, and what, so far as 
I am concerned, I intend to do. 

Mr. PURVIANCE. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Virginia whether he was not to-day 
engaged in sleeping on one of the sofas? [Laugh- 
ter. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I will ask the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania whether he was not sleeping 


on the sofa to-day at the very same time? 


Mr. PURVIANCE. 1 will reply to the gen- 


| tleman by saying that I found the gentleman from 


Virginia engaged in sleeping on one of the sofas, 
and I did interrupt him in that pleasant occupa- 
tion. 
Mr. POTTLE. I want to inquire of the gen- 
tleman first, whether he seriously makes the 
| charge that this House has been sitting during the 
present session, day after day, doing business 
without a quorum? secondly, whether it is not 
notorious that members have been more punc- 
tual in their attendance during this Congress than 
perhaps in any other that ever sat since the com- 
mencement of the Government? and thirdly, I 
ask the gentleman if he has not repeatedly left 
his seat here, day after day, pairing off with me 
and others? Until the gentleman has answered 
these three questions fairly, | assume that he has 
| no right to hold up other gentlemen to the House 
and to the country, as derelict in duty; and cer- 
tainly, when he talks about the faithful few, | beg 
| he will not use the pronoun ** we.”’ 
Mr. CLEMENS. I can satisfy the gentleman 
from New York ina very few minutes, by teil- 
| ing him in all sober seriousness and candor that 
I have not arrogated anything to myself; and if 
he choose, he may have an affirmative answer to 
all the questions which he has propounded to me. 

Mr. POTTLE. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. GROW. Perhaps the gentleman from 
Virginia will state that while the Kansas mat- 
| ter was under consideration, there was never any 
| want of a quorum; and that it is only since that 
| matter has Soe disposed of that gentlemen have 
become remiss in theirattendance. It shows that 
that matter was beneficial in one sense. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to refer especially 
| to what every member of the House must have 
| seen—that since we passed the resolution to meet 
at eleven o’clock, on various occasions, at eleven 
o’clock, no more than forty or fifty members have 
been in their seats. So far as I am concerned, if 
the gentlemen will allow me to use the pronoun 
‘*T,”’ and exclude the ** we,”’ in the course that 
I have taken in regard to this matter, I have been 
actuated by the desire to leave this House by the 
7th of June. I do not desire to be here during the 
dog-days; and it must be apparent to every one 
that unless some measure 1s resorted to for the 
ourpose of compelling the attendance of members 
on we may remain till August 

Mr. WADE. I would like to know what the 
' question in debate is? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I presumed I was speaking 
by the general consent of the House. I desire 
now to submit my motion. 

Mr. SICKLES. The resolution of the gentle- 
man from Ohio is not before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not receive it. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. Wili the gen- 
tleman from Virginia yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. I wish to know if the resolution 
| just read is before the House? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If itis, I want the 


yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 
jution not entertained ? 
osition before the House. 

The SPEAKER. 
ginia [Mr. Ciemens] is upon the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 
tion? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have made a motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman stated that 
he would make a motion that the members who 
are marked as absentees be required to present 
themselves to-morrow, or on some subsequent 
day, and render their excuses for their absence. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Then no proposi- 
tion is now before the House. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
question of order. Is the motion which the gen- 
tleman from Virginia indicates that he will make 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 

Mr. CLEMENS. Will the Chair allow me to 
state my proposition in my own phraseology ? 





The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. | 


Mr. CLEMENS. I move that if, upon the 
adjournment of this House, any of the absentees 
who have not been excused shall not have ap- 
peared, the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to have 
them in custody at eleven o’clock, a. m., to-mor- 
row, in order that the House may take such pro- 
ceedings in reference to them as it may see fit. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish to ask a question of the 
gentleman from Virginia. Does the gentleman 
mean to imply censure upon all those gentlemen 
who have been absent upon this call of the 
louse? 

Mr. CLEMENS. No, sir; I simply wish to 
treat those who are still absent as we hae treated 
those who are now here. 

Mr. CLAY. That is the purport of the gentle- 
man’s resolution; but the purport of the remarks 


which he made rather implied a censure, it ap- 


peared to me, upon all those gentlemen who hap- 
vened to be absent after five o’clock. I wish to 
how if that was his intention? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I cast no reflections upon 
individual absentees, other than those which they 
have themselves willingly incurred. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him, and to ask his colleague, [Mr. Gar- 
NETT,} how many times they have been absent in 
Virginia since the House has been in session? 

Mr. CLEMENS. Does the gentleman desire 
to know how often I have been absent? 

Mr. CLAY. Ido. 

Mr. CLEMENS. The record shows that. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to have 
my questron of order decided, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
even if the proposition of the gentleman from 
Virginia should be entertained and adopted by 
the House, all proceedings under the call would 
fall with the adjournment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to ask 
this question: Suppose the [Louse should adjourn 
now, or the matter should be postponed: would 
it not be competent for the House at any time to 
»vroceed against and fine the members who have 
aie absent without the leave or consent of the 
House ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is rather inclined 
to the opinion that the House can ata subsequent 
time require members to answer for violating its 
rules. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar, and 


announced that, in obedience to the order of the | 


House, Mr. Marsnaut, of Kentucky, was now 
within the bar of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Marsuaut, of Ken- 
tucky, you have been arrested and brought before 
the bar of the House for absenting yourself from 
its sittings without the permission of the House. 


W hatreason have you to assign for your absence? | 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. My reason, | 


Mr. Speaker, is, that | remained here until I saw 


all the persons in the Hall with their hats on, and || 


1 supposed that the House had adjourned. I saw 
that the House was no longer competent to do 


business, and i thought it was time that I should | 


go home. 
Mr.GROW. As the pane gives the ex- 
cuse that he thought the House had adjourned, I 


desire to call attention to the last paragraph on | 


HE CON 





Why is my reso- 
There is no other prop- 


The gentleman from Vir- 


Upon what ques- || 


I rise to a| 








| page 131 of the Manual, as to what is an adjourn- 


|; ment. 


The Clerk read the paragraph, as follows: 


“If the question be put for adjournment, it is no adjourn- 
ment till the Speaker pronounces it; and, from courtesy 
and respect, no member leaves nis place till the Speaker 
has passed on.’’ 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I was per- 
ae with that rule, and my idea that 
the House had adjourned arose from the fact that 
every member was out of his seat. 

Mr. GROW. Except the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman from Kentucky remain 
in custody ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the gentleman from Kentucky be discharged from 
custody on payment of the oa. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Resolved, That the further proceedings under the present 
call of the House be dispensed with, and so much thereof 
as imposes the payment of fees on absentees be remitted. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object to that. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the amend- 
ment is not in order. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. Is it not par- 
liamentary? I have been here, sir, during the 
whole call. 1 was opposed to it when it was first 
commenced. It is productive of no good, and I 
think that this would be the most dignified way 
of ending it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s proposi- 
tion is not germane to the pending motion. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Wasneurne, of Illinois; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. SANDIDGE obtained the floor. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. Is my propo- 
sition now in order? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louis- 


iana has been recognized, and is entitled to the 


floor. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I have acted in good faith 
so far in sustaining the call, with the hope of get- 
ting a quorum here, and not to show the power of 


the House to effect such a purpose. My hope was, | 


then, when we secured the attendance of a quorum, 
we should take up the Calendar where we left off, 
and show the country that we could stay here 


after nine o’clock in the evening and do the busi- | 
ness of the country. I wish new to know whether | 


there is a quorum present. 

The SPEAKER. ‘There are one hundred and 
thirteen members present. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. That is not a quorum, and 
I hope that we will proceed with the call. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. If the Chair could ascer- 
tain by any means outside of the record, I think 
it would be found that there isa quorum present. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move that the House 
adjourn. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. 


a quorum is present. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 


-and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 40, nays 69; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Atkins, Billinghurst, Chapman, Clay, 


John Cochrane, Cockerill Cox, James Craig, Durfee, Farns- | 
worth, Fenton, Gilmer, Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Groes- | 


beck, Hatch, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Kellogg, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Humpbrey Marshall, 
Millson, Parker, Pendicton, Ready, Reagan, Henry M. 
Shaw, John Sherman, Stevenson, William Stewart, Tomp- 
kins, Trippe, Waldron, Walton, Wilson, Woodson, and Zol- 
licoffer— 40. 

NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Andrews, Arnoid, 
Bingham, Bliss, Boyce, Buflinton, Burlingame, Burns, 
Case, Chaffee, Clawson, Clemens, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, 
Davis of Lowa, Dawes, Dodd, English, Foley, Foster, Gar- 
nett, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Grow, Hoard, Howard, 
Hughes, Huyler, Kelsey, John C. Kunkel, Leiter, Love- 


|| jay, Matteson, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward 


Joy Morris, Isane N. Morris, Mott, Olin, Palmer, Pettit, 
Phelps, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Robbins, Royce, 
Ruffin, Sandidge, Judson W. Sherman, Singleton, Spinner, 


| Stanton, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George Taylor, Miles 


Taylor, Wade, Walbridge, Eltlihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Winslow, and Wortendyke—69. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Pending the above call, Messrs. Smitu of Vir- 
ginia, and Unperwoop stated that when their 
names were called, they were out getting some 


_ refreshment. 


The SPEAKER. Mr. Morse, of New York, 
you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 
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I call for tellers. We 
can see by a division of the House whether or not || 
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| the House for absenting yourself from its sittings 
| without its permission. What reason have you 
| to assign for your absence ? 
Mr. MORSE, of New York. None other than 
that I went home to get my dinner. 
(| Mr. STANTON. I move that the gentleman 
|| be discharged on the payment of fees. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
| 

| 








agreed to. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Isit inorder to move to 
take a recess until eleven o’clock to-morrow ? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous consent, 

Mr. PENDLETON. There are many mem- 
| bers here who have been here for over twelve 
| hours. I have been here nearly thirteen hours, 
‘| 1 came before nine o’clock, to attend one of the 
| committees of this House. It seems to me not 
| right that those who have been here for so man 
_ hours should be kept here, and punished for those 
who have been derelict by absenting themselves, 
I ask unanimous consent to make the motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. FENTON. I have a few words to say. 
| The impression will prevail, from what has been 

said here to-night, that those who were absent 

and brought here, are those who are not unfre- 

a at 4 responsible for the want of a quorum to 

o business. That is, in part, a great mistake, 
and calculated to do injustice to many gentlemen 
whoare uniformly prompt and efficient in the dis- 
charge of their duties. They are not mainly those 

| who have left the House without a quorum since 
the order was made to meet at cleven o’clock in 
|, the morning. Many of the gentlemen now so 
zealous in promoting this call were only a few 
|| mornings since found absent on a call of the roll. 

I only mention the fact to have gentlemen see that 
| their zeal is not only not according to wisdom, but 
| that it assumes no merit to which they are justly 

entitled beyond their associates. The House was 

in session for six or seven hours,and it could not 
be expected that every member would be found 
in his seat at the end of that time, in the absence 
of any question of great and all-pervading inter- 
est. Some went to their dinners, perhaps; others 
left for a short time from physical exhaustion or 
indisposition, and those who felt the ability todo 
| so, I suppose have returned or intend to return. 
When they arrive at the doors of the House they 
are arrested and brought here. I submit to gentle- 
men that we are accomplishing nothing practical in 
this; we are not facilitating the public business. 

If there is not time to act deliberately on the 
_ business of the country within the time inter- 
| vening between now and the 7th of June, let that 
| time be extended. I do not believe there is time 
unless we sit through the hours of the night, and 
that Ido not believe the country expects of us, 
and neither should we do so, having a proper re- 
gard for ourselves and the safety and correctness 
of the business intrusted to our hands. I am 
willing to extend the time, and I will vote for a res- 
olution extending it for thirty days or any length 
|| of time gentlemen may find it necessary for the 
discharge of the public business. To act with 
|| deliberation, economize our time, and do all that 
|| we are sent here for, in a proper manner, to the 
_best of our judgment, is our high and solemn 
|, duty,and Iam not willing that the impression 
shall go‘out that all the gentlemen who were so 
| unfortunate as to be absent on a call of the House 
on this occasion, are those who are frequently de- 
relict in the discharge of duty, or wanting in faith- 
| fulness to the public service; many of these gen- 
tlemen will not suffer in comparison with some of 
those, who, to-night, are distinguishing them- 
selves as the ever faithful guardians. 

Mr. ATKINS. I have heard intimations thrown 
out that gentlemen were derelict in their duty, 
_ simply because, at five o’clock, they left the Hall 
to go to their dinner. I desire to say that I have 
not been absent from the Hall, during this Con- 
gress, but two days, and those two days I was 
detained in my room by sickness. Gentlemenon 
both sides of the House have spoken as though 
it were an offense to have left the Hall for a short 
while to go home and dine. Two or three of my 
colleagues are absent, who have, during the ses- 
sion, been always found in their seats. 1 have 
| not been absent, as I have said, but two days, and 
| those gentlemen I have seen here during every 

day I have been here. I think that the remarks 

of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. CLemens) 
“were altogether out of place. 
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The power of this House to compel the attend- 
ance of absent members is about being tested. If 
we adjourn, or postpone this until to-morrow, or 
apy other time, it will be demonstrated that we 
have not the power, or have failed to make use 
of it. You cannot, then, at a future day, under- 
take to compel the attendance of members. It 
seems to me to be absolutely necessary that the 


t Mr. COVODE. ] wish to make a few remarks. | 
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understood that that motion bad been carried. 
He was here, and seemed to regret that the busi- 
|| ness of the House could not have been proceeded 
'| with. He was making his way out of the Hall, 
| In company with othe: gentlemen who had sup- 
|| posed that the motion prevailed. J} do not see 
|| why his name should be selected in this connec- 
| Uon more than that of any other gentleman who 
|| Ils absent at this time. 








House should make its authority respected. 

Mr. STEVENSON. | rise toa point of order. 
Is there anything before the House which elicits 
this discussion ? 

The SPEAKER. There is no proposition be- 
fore the House. These remarks have been in- | 
dulged by unanimous consent. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I object. It is late, and | 
we ought to go on with this proceeding. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar, and 
announced that, in obedience to the order of the 
House, Messrs. Hawkinsand Curtis were within 
the bar. : 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Hawkins, of Florida, | 
you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 
the House for absenting yourself from its sittings 
without its permission. What excuse have you | 
to offer? 

Mr. HAWKINS. I have none. I was not | 
arrested by the Sergeant-at-Arms. 1 came to the 
Hall of my own accord, having ascertained that 
there was to beanightsession. Further than that 
] have no excuse. 

Mr. WINSLOW. That is a frank confession; | 
and in consideration of it, | move that the gentle- 
man be discharged on the payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Curtis, of lowa, you 
have been arrested and brought to the bar of the 
House for absenting yourself from its sittings | 
without its permission. What reason have you 
to assign for your absence? 

Mr. CURTIS. Fhave none. I supposed when 
I left the Hall that there would be the same incli- | 
nation to adjourn at four o’clock that there has 
been on previous days. I have returned here with- 
out compulsion, hearing that the House was still 
insession. Iam pleased to see such manifesta- | 
uons of zeal on the part of gentlemen. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. [ think | 
that the gentleman ought to be fined double for 
coming here without compulsion. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. LEITER. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged on payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to renew the prop- | 
osiion made by the gentleman from Virginia a 
few moments ago, in this form. I move thatthe 
Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to take into custody 
the members not yet arrested, and to have them 
before the bar of this House at eleven o’clock to- | 
morrow. It seems to me that this proceeding is | 
an indispensable one, and that we could not pos- | 
sibly get along unless such a motion was in order. | 
I submit to the Chair that it is in the nature of || 


contempt that these parties are now guilty of. 
We are not now merely seeking to bring them in 
for the discharge of business; but their absence 
from the House during its sittings is a violation 
of the order of the House, and therefore a con- 
tempt. Well; a party being once decided in con- | 
tempt, may be arrested, and brought before the || 
House at a subsequent session of the House, for 
its action. Itseems to me to be absolutely neces- | 
sary. Here we are pretty well on to the middle 
of the night, waiting for absent members to be 
brought in. It cannot be that the rules of the 
House require us to wear ourselves out in pro- 
ceedings against those who disregard the order of 
the House. It seems to me, therefore, thatif the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and the chairman of the Committee on the Judi- 
clary—gentlemen who wear the honors of the 
House—do not choose to bear its burdens, and if || 
they choose to have to-morrow’s session occupied || 
in making a question of conduct on their absence, || 
it is their responsibility, and not ours. i] 

| 





Mr. GREENWOOD. The name of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means has 
been used in this Hall to-night on more occasions | 
than one, and I think it has been unnecessarily 
called in question as being one of the absentees on 
this occasion, I met the gentleman from Penn-_ 
Sylvania in the area here while the vote was being | 
taken on the motion to adjourn, and when it was 


| sence? 


| came up here seeing the Hall still lighted. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana. I desire to make 
a suggestion before the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio be put. I would suggest the propriety 
of requiring the Sergeant-at-Arms to make a re- 
turn to the House in respect to what he has done 


/in regard to the orders given to him. If it turn 


out that, in point of fact, he or his deputies have 
called upon members, and notified them that 
there is now a call of the House, and if members 
have refused to come here, or to notice that call, 
those gentlemen who have so failed are guilty of || 
contempt of this House, and ought to be justly | 
obnoxious to itscensure. I therefore suggest the 
propriety of having a preliminary return made by 
the Sergeant-at-Arms of what he has done. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared, and reported 
that, in obedience to the order of the House, 
Messrs. Mites and Bonuam were now before the 
bar of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Mines, of South Caro- 
lina, you have been arrested and brought before 
the bar of the House for absenting yourself from 
its session without permission of the House. 
What reason have you to assign for your ab- 


Mr. MILES. | have only tosay, Mr. Speaker, 
that I left the House after a vote upon the ad journ- 
ment. Under the impression that the yeas had 
it, and that the House had voted to adjourn, I, in 
conjunction with one of the other members, left 


| the House. It was reported to us by some of the 


pages that the yeas had it, and, under that im- 
pression we left the House. We did not receive 
any summons at our residence, and accidentally 


Mr. COCKERILL. I move that the gentleman 
be discharged on the payment of fees. 
Mr. SICKLES. The gentleman from South 


'| Carolina has not been taken into custody. There | 
are no fees, and he should be discharged. | 
| 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina was reported by the Sergeant-at-A rms. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Bonnam, of South Car- 
olina. 

Mr. BONHAM. Ileft the House, Mr. Spe.k- 
er, with my colleague, under precisely similar cir- 
cumstances. Presenting myself at the door just 
now, and finding it closed, | asked the Door- 
keeper to call the Sergeant-at-Arms; and | am 
here under these circumstances. We were not 
aware that the House was in session at all, until 
we saw the light. 

~Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move thatthe gen- | 
tleman from South Carolina be discharged. 

And I wish to say a word or two in vindication 
of myself, as well as of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, from the sweeping charges made against 
every man whoabsented himself after five o’clock. 
The impression is evidently sought to be made 
here that every man who happens to leave this 
House after five o’clock is guilty of a very gross 
dereliction of duty. [Cries of ** No!’’ ** No!’’] 


| If I understand anything about this matter, it is 


this, that the object of enforcing this rule is to get 
a quorum. If that be notthe object, I should like 
to know what itis? Here comes a gentleman,a 
member of the House, opens the door, takes his 
seat, and up pops the Sergeant-at-Arms and says, 
‘*[ have arrested this gentleman,’’ and he réports 
his name,and it is found that the gentleman came 
here voluntarily. I left, as a great many others 
of these gentlemen left, when the yeas and nays 
were being called on the motion to adjourn. I 
voted against the adjournment, but I believed it 
was carried, or would be, and so [ took my hat 
and went to dinner. No Sergeant-at-Arms or 
deputy came to me; but when | was informed of 
this proceeding, I came immediately to the Hall, 
not under arrest, but voluntarily. 

Mr. BONHAM. lamnot aware what course 
has been taken with other gentlemen; but I beg 
not to be excused on any other terms than those | 
on which they were excused. | 
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Mr. MILES. I trust I will be placed in the 
same category with my friends. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. It strikes me that we 
did a fair amount of business to-day. We had a 
session of six hours; and I understand from the 
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole House 


| that we passed on some thirty-five bills. It seems 
| that this rule is to be enforced simply for the pur- 


pose of seeing whether it can be enforced, and 
for no other object in the world. I think that no 
man in this Howse has the remotest idea that we 
are going to sit down to the transaction of busi- 


| ness to-night. 


There is another thing, sir: I hear gentlemen 
all about the House saying that we must not ad- 


| journ until we get this gentleman here, and that 
gentleman here. 


Mr. STEVENSON. What is the question be- 


fore the House ? 


The SPEAKER. The motion that the gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Bonnam] be dis- 
charged on payment of fees. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I make the point of order 
that the gentleman from Illinois is not discussing 
that question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman from Illinois has wandered a liftle from 
the question before the House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 believe the rules of 
order have not been very rigidly enforced. 

The SPEAKER. Itis the duty of the Chair 
to enforce them when a gentleman rises and asks 
that it shall be done. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is very true, sir. 

‘Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I merely desire to 
suggest a single reason why it is very important 
for us, with a view to the future, to pursue such 
a course now as will insure the attendance of a 

| quorum in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUGHES. I rise toa question of order. 
| It strikes me that, under the rule, the gentleman 
from Virginia can only ask a question or make a 
personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the re- 
/ marks of the gentleman from Virginia are hardly 
| pertinent to the question, 

Mr. HUGHES. They are evidently out of 
order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I submit, respect- 
| fully, that I was proceeding to show, with the 
| permission of the gentleman from Illinois—— 
| Mr. HUGHES. The Chair has decided that 
both the gentleman from Illinois and the gentle- 
man from Virginia are out of order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose the Chair 
will allow me to say a word not out of order, as 
I think. [have no desire to argue with the Chair, 
because I trust I have too proper a respect for the 
Presiding Officer of this House to do that. But I 
was proceeding to show the necessity of decided 
action now, and of not letting gentlemen off with- 
gut the usual punishment. 

Mr. KELLOGG. With the permission of the 
gentleman, I desire to say a word. It has been 
said more than once during this discussion, that 
the object of this proceeding is to enforce the rules 
| against members who are in contempt. ‘Ihe pro- 
| gramme is now changed. The gentleman from 
Virginia has taken the matter under his guardian- 
ship, and proposes to read lectures to the House 
| in relation to our future action. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I call the gentleman to or- 
| der. 
| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman cannot pro- 
| ceed, as it is objected to. 

| Mr. KELLOGG. I have said all I desire to say. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. | desire to make a few 
remarks, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will please 
confine himself to the question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I am in favor of dis- 
charging the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
every other gentleman who may from thid time 

| out be brought to the bar of the House. 1 think 
that the House has carried this proceeding far 
enough. | do not understand that it is necessary 
that penalties should be inflicted upon members of 
this House to insure their attendance in future. 
We are not a school of boys presided over by a 


|, schoolmaster. 


| Mr. STANTON. | insist on the enforcement 

| of the rules of order. 1 suspended my remarks at 
the request of the Chair. ; 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I insist that I am in 


— 


F 
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order. I have made a motion to discharge the 
gentleman from South Carolina, and I am speak- 
ing to that motion. 

Mr. MORGAN. He does not want to be dis- 
charged without paying the fees, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot help that; it 
is the right of the House to discharge the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, nolens volens, whether 
he wishes to pay his money to the Sergeant-at- 
Arms or not, and I am speaking to that question. 
J say that I do not understand that we are a school 
of boys, and that we are to be flogged for our ab- 
sence in order to insure our attendance in future. 
lL suppose that the object of the call is to geta 
quorum to do business; and if it is not the inten- 
tion to proceed to business to-night, but only to 
bring in Mr. A, B, and C, and then suspend the 
( all, I am opposed to it. > 

Mr. WINSLOW. I call the gentleman to or- 
der. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman is taking too wide a latitude in his re- 
marks. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 do not intend to get 
out of order, but Iam not familiar with the rules 
of the Llouse or with parliamentary proceedings. 
We are told that, owing to the short time that is 
left for the business of the session 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that is not 
in order, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Well, sir, I was only 
going to say that | do not think this spasmodic 
attachment and devotion to the business of the 
tlouse is going to forward the business of the 
country. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman’s remarks are not w order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I think if gentlemen 
will talk less and work here five or six hours a 
day, we can do all the necessary business of the 
country by the 7th of June. Lnow withdraw my 
motion, . 

Mr. LEITER I move that Mn Bonnam be 
discharged from custody on payment of the fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I have but a 
single word to say. The gentleman from Louisi- 
ana (Mr. ‘fayior] insisted that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms should first make a return—— 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [rise to a question of 
order. 1 would inquire what question is before 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms take into custody 
the members now absent without leave, and have them at 
the bar of the House to morrow at eleven o'clock, a. m. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would ask if that 
would not have the effect of dispensing with all 
further proceedings under the call ? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the resolution is not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Would it be 
in order to move to take a recess? But 1 would 
ask, in the first place, whether there is a quorum 

wesent? ° 

The SPEAKER. There are one hundred 
and seventeen members present, if we have lost 
none while we have been gathering them to- 
gether. 

The Chair has been examining the question 
which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Stanton] 
presented to the Chair an hour or two since. The 
Chair came to the conclusion, upon reference to 
Cushing’s Manual, that the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio was perhaps in order. But 
upon an examination of the Journals, the Chair 
finds that the very case that is referred to as a 
precedent is as follows: Mr. McKay, of North 
Carolina, offered a resolution almost the same in 
terms, and certainly the same in substance, as the 
resoluuon of the gentleman from Ohio. Here it 
is: | 

**Resolved, ‘That all the members now absent, except such 
as have been excused, be required, at the meeting of the || 
House on to-morrow morning, to give excuses for their ab- || 
rence at this ime; and it shail be the duty of the Clerk to 
enter their names on the Journal for that purpose.”’ 

The Speaker decided that the resolution was | 
out of order. Mr. Ashmun, of Massachusetts, || 
took an appeal from the decision of the Chair, | 
and the decision of the Speaker was overruled by 
the House. The resolution was entertained and | 
adopted by the House. On the next morning a || 
motion was made to reconsider the vote overrul- || 








| ing the decision of the Chair. It was reconsid- 
ered, and then Mr. Ashmun withdrew his appeal, 
and the resolution of Mr. McKay, having been 
decided out of order, was not before the House. 





Thus, the very precedent referred to in Cushing’s | 


Law and Practice of Parliamentary Bodies seems 
| to point conclusively to the fact that, upon an ad- 
journment of the House, all proceedings in ref- 
| erence to this call must cease. 
| Mr. STANTON. If I understand the prece- 
| dent read by the Chair, it seems to me that the 
construction is the other way. The Speaker held 
the resolution not in order. That decision was 
reversed the following day; and then the vote re- 
versing it was reconsidered, 

The SPEAKER. The appeal was withdrawn 
| by Mr. Ashmun, and the resolution was declared 
| then not to be before the House. 
| Mr. STANTON. So 1 understand it; but the 
| opinion of the House was, on a direct vote, that 
| the decision of the Chair was wrong. The decision 
of the Chair was reversed, and the resolution de- 


clared to be in order; but the question was evaded || 


by the withdrawal of the resolution. 


vote by which it reversed the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. STANTON. The House reconsidered it; 
| but that is not a vote affirmatively on the ques- 
uon, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
who took the appeal was satisfied, and withdrew 
it, 

Mr. GARNETT. 
that, I wish to raise a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided the 


question. 


| gentleman who has come here and excused him- 


self, has stated that he came voluntarily and with- | 


out arrest by the Sergeant-at-Arms. - My friends 
from South Carolina, [Messrs. Mites and Bon- 
HAM,]| Who have just come, have made that state- 
ment; so has the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. 
Hawkins.] Yet, sir, they were at their usual 
_ places of residence. No messenger, no deputy 
| Sergeant-at-Arms, had been sent for them. 

Mr. CURTIS. I was not at my quarters. 
Mr. GARNETT. I did not make any allusion 


| thing of his case. 
Mr. BONHAM. My colleague and myself 
| were not at our quarters all the time, but we were 
there until seven or eight o’clock. 

Mr. GARNETT. I know that they were at 
| dinner, for I board in the same house with them. 


was not arrested. Itis the same case with a num- 
| ber of gentlemen round me. I think, then, asa 
question of privilege, that when we order our 
Sergeant-at-Arms to arrest those men who have 
not answered to their names, and he has arrested 
scarcely one of them, we have aright to know 
| what he and his deputies are doing. Iam told by 





| the gentleman from North Carolina that one of || 


these deputies informed a member of the House, 
who was at the theater, that the House was in 
session, and had ordered his presence, and that 
the member positively refused to come with him. 
The deputy, I say, acted in defiance of the order 
of the House in not arresting that member. He 


| olina the member’s name. I think that when the 


House orders the arrest of absent members, it is || 


| due to its own dignity that it shall compel its offi- 
| cers to make some return. We should not be kept 
| here all night waiting for chance and the conve- 
| nience of different gentlemen, when they have fin- 
_ ished their avocation of business or pleasure, with 
no arrests made, and no Sergeant-at-Arms, or 
deputy Sergeant-at-Arms proceeding in the dis- 
| charge of his duty. My question of privilege 

is, that we require the Sergeant-at-Arms to make 


'| some return of what he has done, arid what he is 


doing. 

The SPEAKER. The Sergeant-at-Arms has 
been making returns from time to time himself, 
and by his deputy more recently. In justice to 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, the Chair will say that im- 
mediately the order was given, he dispatched dep- 
uties to the different boarding-houses of the city; 
subsequently he went himself, and the Chair soon 
expects him back. 

ir. GARNETT. Ihave not the slightest idea 


|| door of this House. 
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’ 
| who was the gentleman at the theater,to whom | 
have referred. I know That the Sergeant-at-Arms 
has been acting through his deputies; but, as 
every gentleman who comes in says that he hag 
not been arrested, the question naturally arises, 





| what have these deputies done? We havea right 


to have a return of the facts. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I am under the impres- 
sion that there have been a good many arrests, 

Mr. GARNETT. Only at the door. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is to be pre- 
sumed that the Sergeant-at-Arms has been in the 
discharge of his duty. He has reported here from 
time to time that he had in custody various mem- 
bers of this House, and it matters not whether he 
| found them at the theater, the hotels, or at the 
They could not get in until 
the door was opened, and when they made their 


| appearance th«ve he took them into custody, and 


“The SPEAKER. The House reconsidered the | 


| Mr.GARNETT. Mr. Speaker, nearly every | 


| to the gentleman from lowa. I did not know any- | 


The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Arxins] | 


If the Chair has decided || 


| journ. 


reported them to the House. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The ruies of the House haye 
been rigidly enforced on my colleague; and [ 
would ask whether this debate is on any pending 
proposition ? 

The SPEAKER. There is no proposition 
pending. 

Mr. READY. I wish to make a motion; but, 
| before doing so,I wish to make a remark. I am 
| satisfied that a misapprehension prevails in the 
House in regard to the course which ought to be 
pursued in reference to the adjournment. I have 
heard it stated all round me—it has been publicly 

stated by a number of members—that it would be 
unjust to those gentlemen who have been arrest- 
ed, arraigned, and discharged, for the House to 
| adjourn until the other absentees have been treated 
in the same way. I wish to assure those gentle- 
men that the members who have been arrested, 
| so far as I have been able to ascertain their feel- 
ings in reference to the matter, will not feel them- 
selves in the least aggrieved if the House should 
| now adjourn without bringing in any other ab- 
| sentees. It is now past ten o’clock, and I believe 
the time has come when the House ought to ad- 
I make that motion. 
| The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the bar, and 
| announced that, in obedience to the order of the 
| House, Messrs. J. Guancy Jones, OWEN Jones, 
Lanpy, Aut, Gituis, Puitiips, and Lemy, were 
within the bar. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to what I suppose to 
| be a privileged question. In compliance with a 
| vote of the House, my colleague [Mr. Wuire}] 
and myself were excused from attendance for two 
| or three hours. We are now here; and thanking 
| the House for its kindness, report ourselves ready 


for duty. 
SPEAKER. Mr. J. Guancy Jones, you 


The 
| have been arrested and brought to the bar of the 
House for absenting yourself from its sittings 
without its permission. What excuse have you 
to make? 

| Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. During this entire 
session, I have been present at all the daily ses- 
sions of the House, and have ever been in favor 
of proceeding with the public business as long as 
it was proper for us to remain here. I remained 
here until five o’clock this afternoon in the dis- 





| charge of my duty. At five o’clock the vote was 
taken on the adjournment, and I was informed 





| by the Clerk of the House that it was carried by 
refused to give to the gentleman from North Car- | 


six majority; and I left the House under the im- 
pression that the House had adjourned. As soon 
as I was informed that my presence was desired 
here, I presented myself at the earliest convenient 
| Opportunity. 
Mr. MORGAN. I would like to have the rule 
| read to the gentleman, so that he may know how 
| to determine when the House has adjourned. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. And I would say 
further, that I would be very happy to remain 
here so long as a quorum will remain here to 
transact business. 

Mr. HOWARD. Inconsideration of the former 
good conduct of the illustrious chairman of my 


committee, I move he be excused on the payment 
of costs. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I will cheerfully 
pay the costs if my colleague will strike out the 
word ** former.”’ 

Mr. HUGHES. I must have some informa- 
tion in — to the facts of the case, before I can 
vote for the motion of the gentleman from Mich- 
igan. I have objected to the gentleman who 13 
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now at the bar of the House being arraigned in 
his avsence, and to allusions being made to his 
locus in quo. Now that he is here, before I can 
yote to excuse him, I feel impelled by a high sense 
of duty to call upon him to say whether he has 
been at that dinner which has been so mysteri- 
ously alluded to here several times to-night; and 
| want him to tell the House exactly what he got 


p eat. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that would 
hardly be in order. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HUGHES. The proposition is to excuse 
the gentleman. Well, sir, I could vote to excuse 
a gentleman for going to eat something 

Mr. MOORE. 1 call the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the gentleman from Indiana is in order. 

Mr. HUGHES. I want the House to take 
notice of the fact that Lam in order once. [Laugh- 


ter. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana will proceed. 

Mr. HUGHES. I am much obliged to the 
Chair for deciding that I am now in order, and 
| take considerable credit to myself for being in 
order once. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to say that the 
gentleman is proceeding to the great annoyance 
of his friends. 

Mr. HUGHES. Well, sir, 1 am sorry to an- 
noy my friends, but sacrifices have to be made in 
the cause of the country. But to resume the re- | 
marks at the point where I was interrupted by a | 
call to order—and I always expect to be called to 
order, and in fact I never get started until 1 am 





it is not the proper or gentlemanly mode to shout 
out *f order”’ from their seats, but that they should 
rise in their places and raise their points of order 
with the courtesy which distinguished the gen- 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Moore} 

Mr. HOWARD. I rise to a point of order. 
If the gentleman is in order, it is out of order to 
discuss the question whether he is in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks a further 
discussion of the question of order would hardly 
be in order. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HUGHES. Would it be in order to have 
arecord made of the fact that the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Howarp] has made a good point 
for once in his life? {Laughter.] 

As I was saying, before I can vote to excuse 
agentleman for going to dinner—and it is a fact 
before this House, that the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania has been to a dinner—I want to know 
what he had to eat. I canexcuse a gentleman for 
going to eat something, but there are some things 





which I cannot excuse a gentleman for eating. | 


For instance: it is said Frenchmen est frogs; but 
I could not excuse a gentleman of this House for 
going to dine on the hind legs of a frog, because 
l regard that as a kind of barbarous dish. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Before this dis- 
cussion proceeds upon this tender point, I wish 
to be permitted to ask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania whether he has partaken of a frog’s hind 
legs? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I insist that gen- 
tlemen shall not be permitted to interrupt each 
other, except in order. 

Mr. J. GLANCYJONES. Mr. Speaker-—— 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made 

Mr. HUGHES. I cannot consent that the gen- 
tleman at the bar of the House should be permit- 
ted to interrupt these proceedings. 

4 The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not at the 
ar. 

Mr. HUGHES. So much upon the subject of 
what the gentleman had to eat. It now becomes 
very important to inquire as to the kind of plates 
from which he ate, and the kind of forks he used, 
and particularly whether he used one of those 
famous golden spoons? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I really do not like 
to interrupt the gentleman, but I insist upon it, 
that this is not in order. 

Mr. HUGHES. I insist upon it also; and I 





wish it understood that I do not desire to be out | 


of order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gen- | 
tleman a little further, and hear what he has to | 


say. [Laughter.]} 


Mr. HUGHES. Iam contented with that; and 


as long as the Chair will hear me, it makes no 
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\| taken. 


|| Pennsylvania 


| difference whether the members will hear me or 


| not. 
Se ‘ ‘ . 
' Then, again, it becomes important to inquire 


| where the gentleman has been to dinner? 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that per- 
| haps the gentleman is wandering away from the 
question. The question is, ** Shall the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania be excused ?’’ 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Istrongly appeal to the 
| gentleman from Indiana to allow the vote to be 
We are suffering here. 
| Mr. HUGHES. Well, Mr. Speaker, the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [cries of ‘* Order!” 
‘*Order!’’| has had his dinner, and I have had 
mine. [Renewed cries of ** Order!’’} 
| Mr. GREENWOOD. I call the gentleman to 
| order; and if the Chair decides that the gentle- 
| man from Indiana is in order, I take an appeal 
| from the decision of the Chair. 

| would like to see the point 


| Mr. HUGHES. 


settled. || 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentle- | 


man is not in order. 
Mr. HUGHES. Now, the question is, shall 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania be excused? 
Well, sir, Lam in favor of excusing the gentle- 
| man, and [ am in favor of excusing him without 
| the payment of fees. I think he ought to be ex- 
| cused without payment of fees, because | believe 
| that, in common with many other gentlemen, he 
| left the House under the impression that it had 

adjourned. I think itagreat hardship that he and 

other gentleman—myself included—have been 
| brought back here under a sort of snap judg- 


g | ment, 
called to order, and [ would say to gentlemen that |! 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I trust the gentleman 
| will pardon me for‘trying to bring the gentleman 
| back to the question. 

| Mr. HUGHES. I will excuse the gentleman 
from Arkansas. I want thatdistinctly understood. 


|| Lexcuse him for his many interruptions, and hope 


| he will have to make no further appeals to me to 
excuse him on that ground. I desire to repel the 
| idea that has been put forth here that any consid- 
| erable number of members of this House have 
| been derelict in their attendance on the public 
| business of the House during this session. 
The SPEAKER. That question is not debat- 
able. 
Mr. HUGHES. Especially the gentleman from 





| The SPEAKER. 
| order. 

Mr. HUGHES. I observe that the Chair has- 
| been with me when everybody else was against 
me, and now that the Chair has turned against 
me, | will detain the House no longer. 

Mr. STANTON. I desire to know from the 
' gentleman from Pennsylvania how long it is since 
| he was informed that the House was in session 
and waiting for him without a quorum? 

Mr. HUGHES. I object to the inquiry. No 
person can be called upon to criminate himself. 

Mr. STANTON. [insist that I have a right 
| to propound that inquiry to the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania, as his answer will govern my vote. 
|| Mr. HUGHES. [object to it. The gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania has made his excuse, and itis 
| for the House to deal with it. 
| Mr. MOORE. I came to this Capitol at nine 
| o’clock this morning to attend my committee, and 
|| it is now half past ten o’clock. If we are expected 
|| to meet to-morrow to attend to public business, 


That does not make it in 


therefore move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. 

|| swer the interrogator 
Mr. MILLSON. 
| tion. 
The previous question was seconded; and, on 
| ordering the main question, the Speaker an- 
nounced that there were but fifty-five affirmative 
votes—less than half of aquorum—and that, there- 
fore, the matter went over till to-morrow. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The previous 
question is not in order during the pending of a 
call of the House, for the reason that there is no 
|| quorum. 


Fdeuend the previous ques- 


ever terminate debate, if it were not? 

|| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I make also 
that point of order—that no debate isin order dur- 
| ing a call of the House. 





| it seems to me that we ought now to adjourn. I | 


I am ready to an- || 


The SPEAKER. How would the gentleman | 


———— 





| The SPEAKER. Would the gentleman hold 
that it is not in order for a gentleman to assign 
his excuse, and for that excuse to be discussed ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. He may cer- 
tainly make his excuse, but no debate is in order 
during the pendency of a cali of the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. i desire to know whether the 
Speaker has announced that there was not a ma- 

- jority of a quorum voting to order the main ques- 
' tion, and decided that a majority of the members 
| present—not being a majority of a quorum—can- 
not order the main question ? ‘ 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that less 
than a majority of a quorum cannot order the 
matin question, 
Mr. MILLSON. May not those members 
| present—if they have a right to vote on a ques- 
| on—vote under the rules and principles govern- 
| ing the call of the House ? 
| ‘The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the main question cannot be ordered if there be 

| not a quorum present. The previous question 
may be moved; but less than a majority of a quo- 

| rum cannot order the main question, 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Less than a quo- 
rum can decide the main question, and why not 
be able to order the main question? We are act- 
ing under the rules governing a call of the House, 
and can dispose of all the questions incident to it 
without a quorum. Itis like a motion to adjourn, 
which can be carried where there is less than a 
quorum voting; and the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to adjourn can be ordered by less than a fifth 
of a quorum. : 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. It is evi- 
dent there is less than a quorum present now, and 
1 suppose the House does not desire to carry on 
this thing any further. 1 move that all further 
proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I wish to reply to 
the inquiry of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr 
STANTON. | ; 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object. 

Mr. COLFAX. I rise’to a question of order 
The Speaker has decided that this case stands 
over till to-morrow. ‘The next case should now 
be taken up. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
in entertaining the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, the Chair erred. No demand for the pre- 
vious question can be entertained when there is 
less than a quorum of the House present: 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. errs to offer 


the following resolution: 


Resolved, That this House take a-secess till to-morrow 

at eleven o’clock a. m., and that in the mean time the Ser- 

|| geant-at-Arms take into custody the members of the House 

| now absent without leave, and have them at its bar at that 
time. 


The resolution was not agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the 
| motion to discharge Mr. J. GLancy Jones on pay- 
ment of fees. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. What be- 
comes of my motion? 
The SPEAKER. 
in order. 
Mr. READY. I rise to a question of order. 
I was upon the floor when the Sergeant-at-Arms 
announced that he had certain members at the bar 
| of the House, and I was requested by the Speaker 
| to suspend until he made his report. I have never 
| yet yielded the floor, and I decline to yield it now 
for any purpose except to enable the gentlemen, 
|| who are in custody, to render their excuses. 
|| Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I merely wish to 
| answer the interrogatory propounded to me by the 
|| gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. SICKLES. I object. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
_ to answer it. 


| Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I had aninvitation 
| 


The gentleman’s motion is 


two or three days since to dine with the President 
of the United States to-day; such an invitation, 
as | suppose, has been extended to every other 
| member. 
| Several Mempers, on the Republican side of 
| the House. On the other side, not this. 
| Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Well, I hope it 
| has, or will be. I accepted that invitation with 
| the reservation that I always make 
| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I rise to a question 
'| of order. The gentleman is not answering the 
‘| question propounded tohim. The question was, 
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at what time he was notified by the Sergeant-at- 


Arms that the House was in session and without 
a quorum ? 

Ar. J. GLANCY JONES. I hope the zentle- 
man from Illinois will excuse me if | am a little 
prolix, 

Several Memperns. Come to the point. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I was saying that 
1 accepted the invitation with the reservation that 
l would never leave this House so long as it was 
in session. And 1 would not have left the House 
till twelve o’clock to-night, or any other hour, 
unless | had been under the impression that the 
House had adjourned. I always feel it my duty 
to remain here until the House does adjourn; but 
I was informed that the House had adjourned, 
and then I left here and went to my lodgings. | 
remained at my lodgings at least an hour, and 
could have been summoned during that time. | 
left my lodgings at the end of an hour, supposing 
that, after the House had adjourned, I was at lib- 
erty to do as I pleased, and since then [ have re- 
ceived no communication from any officer of the 
House except through a third person, aud that 
communication was that I was expected to report 
myself here by half past nine or ten o’clock; and 
im obedience to that summons I| have reported 
myself here. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I wish to ask the gen- 
tleman at what time he received notice thAt the 
House was awaiting his presence and that of other 
gentlemen in order to make a quorum? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This House has 
not been in session for any business purposes for 
the last five hours. 

Mr. CURTIS. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania seems to put the blame of his délinquencies 
upon two officers of this House—first upon the 
Clerk, who informed him that the House had ad- 
journed, and then upon the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
who tailed to notify him that his attendance was 
needed here. Under these cfrcumstances, and as, 
according to his statement, these othicers appear 
to have been culpable, | move that he be excused. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Allow me to cor- 


rect an erroneous Impression. ] want to do in- 


justice to no one. The Sergeant-at-Arms, I have | 


no doubt, discharged his duty faithfully. The 
information reached me through a third person, at 
alate hour. Nor is the Clerk of this Flouse re- 
sponsible. | wentto the desk myself and inquired 
how the vote ou the adjournment stood, and was 
informed that there was a majority of six in fa- 
vor of adjourning against my own vote. I could 
notanticipate thatgentlemen would subsequently 
change their votes. ‘That was my error. | had 
no foreknowledge that gentlemen would change 
their votes and send after me. It was not the 
fault of the Clerk. Nor was it the fault of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms that | was nothere sooner. In 
this *‘city of magnificent distances”’ it took a 
long period, perhaps, to reach me. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 1 hope the gentleman 
will answer my quesuion. My vote will depend 
upon his answer, 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I hope the gentlemen, with 
whom I have acted throughout this whole pro- 
ceeding, will allow the same action to be taken in 
this case as in others. 

{Cries of ** Agreed !*’ and “That’s fair !’’} 

Mr. J. Guancy Jones was then ordered to be 
discharged from custody on payment of the fees. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Aun, what reason have 
you to assign for your absence from the sittings 
of the Llouse without its leave ? 

Mr. AHL. I have no apology to offer further 
than that | remained here until after the usual 
hour of adjournment, and then, believing that my 
services were not particularly required here, and 
having a previous engagement, Labsented mysel!. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move that the gentle- 
man be discharged ou payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared and announced 
that, in obedience to the order of the tlouse, 
Messrs Bowie, Campsete., and WurreLey were 
now within the bar of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Guiaass, what reasons 
have you to assign for your absence from the 
House without its leave? 

Mr. GILLIS. Mr. Speaker, ! am the humble 
representative of the wild-cat district of Penasy!- 
vania, [laughter;} and it is not to be expected that 
either the people of that district or their Represent- 





+ 





ative should be completely conversant with all the 
rules of this House, or any other disorderly body. 
[Renewed laughter.] It is not to be expected 
that either they or their Representative should be 
acquainted with all the etiquette of this * city 
of magnificent distances,’’ as my colleague has 
called it. | was invited to dine with the President 
to-day; and I had been informed that it was eti- 
quette with members of this body that an invita- 
tion to the President’s was an imperative order, 
and could not be disobeyed. [Great laughter.] 
Regarding it in that light, 1 accepted the invita- 
tion. I have been dining with the President, and 
have enjoyed myself, and enjoyed the company 
after dinner very much; and now I am willing to 
pay for it. [Excessive laughter.] Mr. Speaker, 
lam afraid that gentlemen on the other side of 
the House, who did not receive invitations, area 
little envious because they did not. [Renewed 
laughter. | 

I have only another word to say. I heard that 
the Sergeant-at-Arms was after me, and I flew, 
not to the horns of the altar, but to the horns of 
old Buck. I seized them, and held on to them, 
until | found that | was out of danger. Then I 
let loose, and came here; and now throw myself 
upon the mercy of the Tlouse. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MOORE. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged without paying fees. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move that he be discharged 
on payment of fees, 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to; and then the motion as amended 
was agreed to. 

Mr. GILLIS. Ireturn my thanks to the House. 
I am perfectly willing to pay the costs for the 
dinner. ‘Laughter.] . 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Lanny, of Pennsylva- 
nia, you have been arrested and brought to the 
bar of the House for absenting yourself from its 
sittings without its permission. What reason 
have you to assign for your absence? 

Mr. LANDY. From the beginning of this ses- 
sion I have, unless sickness prevented, punctually 
attended the sittings of the House. Ata late hour 
of the evening I left the Hall to answer an en- 
gagement which | had made. Ihave noapology 
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posed upon the other members; and on that I de. 





May 
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mand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the House 
has no power to impose a greater fine than that 
recognized by the rules. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I move that 


_my colleague be discharged on the payment of 
| fees. 


Mr. STANTON. I move that he be fined fifty 


| dollars. A gentleman should not be let off so 


easily, who moves a call of the House, and then 
abandons the Hall, leaving the House in session, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Theadjournment, | thought, 
was carried, when I left, and carried, too, against 
my vote. I would have remained here as longas 
any other gentleman, if I had not labored under 
a misapprehension. 


The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle. 


_ man from Ohio is not in order. 


to make; and whatever is the penalty let it be || 


inflieted. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Imove that | 


the gentleman be discharged on payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Owen Jones, of Penn- 
sylvania, you have been arrested and brought to 
the bar of the House for absenting yourself from 
its sittings without its permission. What reason 
have you to assign for your absence ? 


Mr. OWEN JONES. I have little, if any, ex- | 


cuse to offer for my absence on this occasion. I 


remained here until I was very hungry, and I | 


then left to get my dinner. 1 am willing to make 
amend to the House by payment of fees; and 1 


will say that I have eaten many a worse dinner, | 


at greater cost, than I am likely now to be mulcted 
in. 
Mr. GROW. I move that my colleague be 
discharged on payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Puiups, of Pennsyl- 
vania, you have been arrested and brought to the 
bar of the House for absenting yourself from its 
Sittings without its permission, What excuse 
have you to offer? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. If 1 thought my absence 
from the House prevented its doing any.business, 
I would regret it; but from what l learn, the House 
has got on quite as well without as it would have 
done with me. I voted against the adjournment 


thought it was right thus to rebuke those who 
are habitually absent from the Hall. I did not 
leave the Hall until I was informed that the House 
had agreed to adjourn. Still, | knew that a call 
of the House was probable. 

There is one thing, surely, which entitles me to 
the indulgence of the House. The House seems, 
during this call,to have had agreat deal of amuse- 
ment, and I will tell them that it was to my kind- 
ness in moving that there be a call of the House, 
that gentlemen have remained here to enjoy them- 
selves as they have. 1 throw myself upon their 
gratitude’ [Laughter.] 


Mr. ENGLISH. I move that the gentleman | 
. be discharged on the payment of all the fees im- | 


The question was taken on Mr. Kunke’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Lerpy, of Pennsylvania, 
you have been arrested and brought to the bar of 
the House for absenting yourself from its sittings 
without permission. What excuse have you to 
offer? 

Mr. LEIDY. I accepted an invitation to din- 
ner, and thinking the House had adjourned, | 
went to meet my engagement. That is the only 
excuse I have to offer. 1am here at the request 
of the House. 

Mr. LEITER. I move that my colleague be 
discharged on the payment of fees. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Bowrr, you have been 
arrested and brought to the bar of the House for 
absenting yourself from its sittings without per- 
mission. What reason have you to offer for your 
absence? 

Mr. BOWIE. I willgive my reason. When [left 
this House, it was reported that the House had ad- 
journed, and under that impression I went home. 
I have been suffering from sickness for eight or ten 
days, with an intermittent fever. I remained up 
here until five o’clock; and when I was told thatthe 
House had adjourned, I took my hat and went off. 
Iwenttobed. Shortly after I had gotinto bed I was 
molested by a messenger of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
I told him to say to the House that I was laboring 
under high fever. He promised me faithfully that 


'| he would so report. Not satisfied with that, how- 


ever, | was molested the second time, [laughter,} 
and I gave the same response; and finally I was 


| molested the third time. {[Laughter.] I then said 





to myself, ** I will go up, and see what is going on. 


| There must be something very extraordinary 


going on that requires my attendance.’’ [Laugh- 
ter.] Now, Mr. Speaker, I have no apology to 
offer to the House. I think, truly and sincerely, 
that the House owes me an apology. If the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, or his deputy, had reported as | 
charged him to do, I am sure the House would 
have excused my absence; but when the third mes- 


| senger came, feeling bound to obey the order of 
| the House—which I would do even at the risk of 
life itself—I have come here before the House. 

Allow me to say, sir, that, in my humble judg- 


ment, those gentlemen who changed their votes on 
the adjournment, and thereby changed the result, 
ought to be made to pay the whole cost. [Ap- 
plauding laughter.] That is the truth; that is the 
justice. The House had bona fide adjourned. 


| Gentlemen had gone home under the assurance 


that it was so; yet, by some trick or another, our 
sick beds have been molested, and we have been 
dragged up here, under the power of this House, 


_ to answer the mere caprices of certain gentlemen 
more than once to-day, and I did so because I | 


who thought proper to change their votes. 

Sir, it is a wicked proceeding. [Laughter.] It 
is an unjust proceeding. It isa proceeding which 
ought not to be tolerated at all, for an instant, by 
this House, as I most solemnly think. My pro- 
fession, sir, is one which demands obedience. I 
have obeyed the order of the House; but I do not 
feel called upon to make any excuse to anybody, 
for I have done no wrong. I certainly have com- 
mitted no offense against the majesty of this body. 
Sir, “I would give millions for defense, but not 
one cent for tribute.’’ [Roars of laughter.] Iam 
in no default, but have come here without the 
power of the mace On the third call, I volun- 
teered to come up. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Concurring 
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as I do in the opinion of my friend from Mary- ] 
iand, that the House owes him an apology, I || 
move that he be discharged. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Campse t, of Ohio. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Without any summons 
from the Sergeant-at-Arms, Mr. Speaker, I ap- 
peared here a few minutes since, understanding 
that the House was still in session, and that there 
was business torbe discharged. Am I arraigned? 
(The Speaker nodded affirmatively.] I am—and 
as a member of the House? My position, at 
best, Mr. Speaker, is somewhat equivocal. Your 
Committee of Elections reported, yesterday, I 
believe, that I was, that I was not, and that no- 
body was,a member of this House from the third 
congressional district of Ohio. I remained here 
during the whole of the proceedings of to-day, 
until avout a quarter before five o’clock, when I 
thought I ought to have some dinner—not at the 
President’s, for I am noton the congressional roll 
of those who are invited there, and who are will- 
ing to pay for their dinners. [Laughter.] I re- 
tired to my room. Your Sergeant-at-Arms did 
not call on me; but half an hour since—having 
paired off, by-the-way, with my friend from Del- 
aware, [Mr. Wurretey|—lI returned and report- 
ed myself at the door. I have no fears, and no 
favors to ask. I am willing to discharge any ob- 
ligation that may be imposed upon me, if | have 
violated the rules of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move that 
the gentleman be excused on the payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Mr.Wuire ey, of Delaware. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I have noexcuse to offer, 
Mr. Speaker, other than this: having no colleague 
in the House to attend to the business in the De- 
partments, I have to do it. came up to the House 
this morning, and found that the only private bill 
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for my State that has been before Congress for | 


ten years was objected to; and I left the House in 
disgust, [laughter,] and went to attend to my busi- 
ness in the Departments. Thatis the only excuse 
] have to offer. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois. I move that 
the gentleman from Delaware be discharged. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move to amend by adding 
“on payment of fees.”’ 
The amendment was adopted; and the motion, 

as amended, was agreed to. ' 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Woon, of Maine. 

Mr. WOOD. I have no excuse to offer to the 
House. Icame here about half past nine o’clock 
this morning to attend the special committee on 
which I am serving, and remained here till nearly 
three o’clock. Not feeling very well, I paired off 
with Mr. Macray, and went down to my lodg- 
ings to take dinner; and since that time I have 
been engaged on business pertaining to my duties 
asa Representative. I have no further excuse to 
offer. 

Mr. BLISS. I move that the gentleman be 
discharged on payment of the usual fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania. I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. OWEN JONES. I rise to a question of | 
privilege. 

The SPEAKER. There can be no question 
of higher privilege than the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. CLEMENS demanded the yeas and nays | 
on the motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I desire to ask to be ex- 
cused from the further attendance upon the House 
to-night. 

The SPEAKER. The pending question must 
first be disposed of. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 78, nays 45; as follows: 

_ YEAS—Messrs. Ahl, Anderson, Andrews, Arnold, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Boyce, Chaffee, Chapman, Clay, | 
John Cochrane, Cockerill, Cox, Curtis, Davis of Iowa, 
Dodd, Durfee, Farnsworth, Fenton, Fiorence,Gillis, Gooch, | 
Goodwin, Granger, Greenwood, Groesbeck, Grow, Hatch, 
Hawkins, Howard, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kellogg, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, John C. 
Kunkel, Landy, Leidy, Humphrey Marshall, Maynard, Mil- 
ler, Milison, Moore, Morrill, Oliver A. Morse, Olin, Pendle- 
ton, Phelps, Phillips, Purviance, Royce, John Sherman, 
Judson W. Sherman, Singleton, William’ Smith, Stanton, 


Stevenson, Talbot, George Taylor, Tompkins, Trippe 
Underwood, Walton, Ellihu B. : ‘ 





lingame, Burns, Campbell, Clawson, Clemens, Colfax, Co- 
vode, Dawes, English, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Hughes, 
Huyler, Jackson, Owen Jones, Kelsey, Leiter, Lovejoy, 
Matteson, Miles, Morgan, Isaac N. Morris, Mott, Palmer, 
Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Robbins, Ruffin, Sandidge, 
Henry M. Shaw, Spinner, James A. Stewart, William 
Stewart, Miles Taylor, Wade, Waldron, and Wood—45. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. DAWES stated that his colleague, Mr. 


| Rosert B. Hatt, had been obliged to leave the 


House to-day on account of indisposition, and had 
since been confined to his bed. 

Mr. CURTIS stated that out of respect for the 
officers of the House, many of whom were quite 
exhausted, he should vote to adjourn, and hoped 
his friends would do the same. 

The result of the vote having been announced, 


| the House (at twenty minutes after eleven o’clock, 


p.m.) adjourned, 








IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, Way 15, 1858. 
Prayer by Rev. J. Morseuu. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a reportof the Court of Claims, made in pur- 
suance of law, in favor of the claim of Richard 
Fitzpatrick; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

INDIANA CONTESTED ELECTION. 

He also laid before the Senate testimony in the 
case of the contested election of the Hon. Jesse 
D. Brigut and the Hon. Granam N. Fircu, as 
Senators of the United States from the State of 
Indiana; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. GWIN presented a resolution of the Le- 


gislature of California, in favor of the construc- 
tion of a breakwater at San Louis Obispo, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRODERICK presented a resolution of 
the Legislature of California, in favor of a dona- 
tion of land to each of the States and Territories 
of the Union, for the endowment and mainte- 


| nance of colleges for instruction in such branches | 


of education as pertain to agriculture, the me- 
chanic arts, and natural history; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


He also presented a certified copy of an act of 


the Legislature of California, concerning the city 
of San Francisco, and to ratify and confirm cer- 
tain ordinances of the Common Council of said 
city; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of James 
Monroe, praying to be allowed arrears of pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of the president 
and directors of the Metropolitan Railroad Com- 
pany, asking for the assent of Congress to the 
act of the Legislature of Maryland, incorporating 
that company in the District of Columbia, and 


| authority to extend their railroad through George- 
| town and Washington; which was referred to the 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HAMMOND presented a memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, praying for 
an appropriation for the lighting, buoying, &c., 
of Maffit’s channel; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PEARCE presented two petitions of citi- 


zens of Washington, praying for a donation of | 


land, or an appropriation of money, for the per- 
manent endowment of the Columbian College in 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HARLAN presented papers in favor of 
the establishment of a mail route from Burling- 
ton to Farmington, in the State of Iowa; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented the petition of 
William Merrihew, an officer of the Army in the 
Mexican war, praying for additional pay as such; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Military 


ashburne, Israel Wash- || . ae 
burn, White, Whiteley, Wilson, Winslow, Wortendyke, | Affairs and Militia. 


and Zollicoffer—78. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Bopham, Bowie, Buffinton, Bui- 


Mr. POLK presented a memorial of R H 
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them on certain earthenware imported by them, 
and destroyed by fire in trensitu from New Or- 
leans to St. Louis, may be refunded; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial of 


T. P. Shaffner, of Kentucky, praying for an 
amendment of the act of Congress approved 


March 3, 1857, entitled ** An act to expedite tel- 


egraphic communication for the'uses of the Gov- 
ernment in its foreign intercourse,’’ so that the 
subsidy granted by that act shall be general in tts 
application to all Adantic ocean telegraph lines; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary; and a motion by him to print it was 
referred to the Committee on Printing 


Mr. RICE presented twelve memorials of the 
Legislature of Minnesota,praying for the establish- 
ment of the following mail routes: between Shock - 
apee, St. Valentine, Rockford, Monticello, and 
Clearwater, in that State; from the city of Glen- 
coe to Watertown, in said State; from the city of 
Glencoe to Clearwater; from Minneapolis to Kan- 
dirjoki; from Elliota to Blue Earth; from Minne- 
apolis, to Henderson; fromSt. Peter’s to the Sioux 
Agency; from Brownsville to Winona; from Loo- 
neysville, in Houston county, via Houston, Yu- 
catan, Dedham, and Lenora, to Elliota; from Me- 
Gregor, in lowa, to Owatonna,in Minnesota; from 
Chatfield to Austin; and from Chatfield to Win- 
nebago City in that State; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Hg also presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota, in favor of an appropriation 
for the erection of a bridge across Root river, in 
township one hundred and four, range eight west, 


| county of Fillmore, in that State; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

He also presented a memorial of the citizens of 
the county of Pembina, in the Territory of Da- 
cotah, praying for the early organization of the 
Territory, and for the establishment of the eapi- 
tal at St. Joseph; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

He also presented *a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota, praying that an appropriation 
may be made for the improvement of the St. Croix 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota, praying that an appropriation 
may be made for the improvement of the Missis- 
sippi river, from the mouth of the Minnesota 
river to Sauk rapids; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota, praying that an appropriation 
may be made for the removal of the Beef Slough 
bar, in the Mississippi river; which was referred 


| to the Committee on Commerce. 


He also presented a memorial of the Legisia- 
ture of Minnesota, praying for a donation of land 
for the establishment of an agricultural college in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 


|} on Public Lands. 


He also presented a memorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Minnesota praying for the enactment of a 
law securing to every person who will settle upon 
and occupy one hundred and sixty acres of land 
for five years, and have forty acres of the same, 
at the end of that time, under good cultivation, 


| the right to purchase the same at a cost not ex- 


ceeding the actual cost and expense of survey and 
transfer; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Public Lands. 


He also presented a memorial of the Legislature 
of Minnesota, in favor of an amendment of the 
second section of **An act granting land to Minne- 
sota for railroad purposes;’’ which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature 
of Minnesota, praying an appropriation to aid in 
the construction of a wagon road from some point 
on Lake Superior, in the State of Minnesota, to 
the South Pass of the Rocky Mountains; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
/and Militia. 


He also presented a memorial of the Legislature 
of Minnesota, praying relief to those settlers 


| whose preémption claims have been lost by the 
grant of land to Minnesota for railroad iy ee 


which was referred to the Committee on Public 


| Lands. 
i Miller & Sons, praying that the duties paid by '! 


He also presented a memorial of the Legislature 








2158” 


of Minnesota, in favor of an appropriation to com- 
plete the Point Douglas and St. Louis military 


road; which was referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs and Militia. 

He also presented a memorial of the citizens of 
Buchanan, Minnesota, in favor of the northern 
Pacific railroad route; which was referred to the 
select ecammittee on the Pacific railroad. 

He also presented papers relating to the claim 
of Lewis Roberts, for indemnification for losses 


sustained by him by the burning of certain Indian | 


supplies while being transported to the Indian 
country in November, 1855; which were referred 


to the Committee on Indian Affairs. : 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, presented a | 


petition of citizens of New York, praying that the 

sublic lands may be laid out in lots or farms of 
imited size, for the free and exclusive use of actual 
settlers not possessed of other lands; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


SEIZURE OF J. M. AINSA. 


Mr. GWIN presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of California, in relation to the release 
of J. M. Ainsa, an American citizen, held cap- 
tive in Sonora, Mexico; which was read, as fol- 
lows: 

Whereas, J. M. Ainsa,an American citizen, pursuing a 
peaceful occupation on American soil, was,on the nightof 
the 10th or Lith of April, 1857, arrested by an armed band 
of Mexicans, at the store of Messrs. Belknap & Dunbar, in 
the Gadsden Purchase, and conducted thence, a prisoner in 
chains, to Hermosello, and thence to the port of Guymas, 
in Sonora, where he has since been detained as captive ; 
and whereas, itis the duty of the American Government, at 
all times and under all circumstances, to protect the lives 
and property of its citizens: Therefore, 

Resolved, Thatthe Governor of California be instructed, 
and he is hereby authorized, to communicate with the Pres- 
ident of the United States, setting forth these facts and such 
other testimony as may be furnished him in the premises, 
and requesting that officer to use the power of the General 
Government, so far as he is enabled, to effect the release of 
the said Ainsa, and his restoration to all the rights and im 
munities of which he was possessed before said arrest and 
imprisonment 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward 
copies of these resolutions to the President of the United 
States and each of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress. , 


Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, the young gen- 
tleman, Mr. Ainsa, to whom these resolutions of 
the Legislature of California refer, is a brother- 
in-law of the gallant Colonel Crabb, who, with 
his brave associates, was massacred in Sonora, 
more than a year ago, through the instrumental- 
ity of the very man who invited and advised the 
expedition. The history of that bloody tragedy 
is unwritten; and it seems to be the earnest en- 
deavorof those who planned the butchery of that 
ill-fated party to destroy all evidence of the part 
they acted in inviting Colonel Crabb into the coun- 
try. Mr. Ainsa is perhaps the only living wit- 
ness who could tell the whole of this horrible his- 


tory; and hence his seizure on American soil, and | 


subsequent detention as a captive at Guymas. 
Mr. President, I cannot restrain the expression 
of indignant denunciation of the atrocious acts of 
murder, robbery, and captivity, to which our cit- 
izens on the borders of Mexico and the northern 
Pacific Mexican coast have been subjected within 
the last few years, and the absence of successful 
efforts on the part of our Government to visit the 
guilty parties with summary punishment. In the 
case of Mr. Ainsa, he was in the employ of Mr. 
Dunbar, an American citizen engaged in com- 
mercial pursuits within our boundaries. At the 
same place, four American citizens were ruth- 
lessly murdered by Mexicans stimulated by their 
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| thing in this matter until peace and order are restored.”’ 








that Ainsa should be restored to Sonorita, where | 
he had been illegally seized, and at the proper 
costs of the Mexican Government,’’ thus con- | 
fessing all the facts charged. The authorities of 
Sonora have paid no attention to the order; and as 
Mr. Forsyth, our Minister, further says: 

“ This Government has not a shadow of authority in So- 
nora’; in fact, that State is as alien to this capital as is San 
Francisco ; and when, as | thought, Mr. Ainsa had been set 
at liberty, according to the engagements of the Government, 
I find, by your letter, that he has not; and as this country 
is now in revolution, I find it utterly impossible to do any- 


And when, Mr. President, will that time come? 
And are our citizens to be held captive because 
there is no stable Government to be held respon- 
sible for these detentions? I have applied to the 
Secretary of the Navy to have a steamship of | 
war ordered to the Mexican Pacific coast, to pro- 
tect our citizens in their lives, liberty, and prop- 
erty; and have received the response that none 
can be spared from other service. I shall move 
to refer these resolutions of my State to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations; and earnestly ask 
their attention to the subject. I hope this Con- 
gress will not adjourn before means are placed 
at the disposal of the Government to demand not 
only the release of Mr. Ainsa, but to redress the 
numerous outrages perpetrated upon our citizens 
in that portion of the Mexican Republic. I move 
that the resolutions be referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the petition of inhabitants 
of the town of Duxbury, Massachusetts, engaged 
and interested in the cod and haddock fisheries, 
reported adversely thereon, and asked that the 
committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the subject; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred a memorial of Hezekiah 
Miller, submitted an adverse report; which was | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 217) to 
constitute Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, | 
a port of delivery, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of John Gray- 
son, submitted a report, accompanied by a joint 
resolution, (S. No. 38) for the relief of John 
Grayson. ‘The resolution was read and passed 
to a second reading; and the report was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PAVIS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, who were instructed by a res- 
olution of the Senate of the 3d instant to inquire 


| into the subject, submitted a report accompanied | 


by a bill (S. No. 367) to provide for the payment | 
of certain California claims. The bill was read, 
and passed toa second reading; and the report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the report of the Secretary of War 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution | 
of the Senate, the reports of the officers sent to | 


|, Europe in 1855, to collect information in relation 


desire for plunder and hatred of our people. ‘They | 


have gone unwhipped og exmmng te have the cap- 


tors of young Ainsa. His father, now and for many | 


years a respected citizen of California, whose 
daughters are intermarried with our most re- 
spected citizens, isa native of Sonora; but is now, 
with his sons, an American citizen, Since the cap- 
ture of this young man, he has been forced to sign 
papers denying that he was an American citizen, 
to put a stop to the intervention of our Govern- 


ment in his behalf. His case was brought before | 


the Senators and Representatives in Congress from 


California last summer by his distressed family; | 
and we united in a letter to our Minister to Mex- 
ico, earnestly urging him to exert his influence to | 


procure Mr. Ainsa’s release from captivity and 
restoration to his home. 


In reply to our letter of the 8th of August last, | 


he said that the President of the Republic, Gen- 
eral Comonfort, had ‘ that day issued an order 





| 


to military affairs, so far as they have not been 


| heretofore communicated to the Senate, reported | 





| a joint resolution (S. No, 39) directing the print- 

| ing of certain reports therein mentioned; which | 
| was read twice by its title, and referred to the || 
, Committee on Printing. i] 


Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred a petition of Eliza 
E. Ogden, submitted a report accompanied by a 
bill (S. No. 368) for the relief of Mrs. Eliza E. 
Ogden. The bill was read, and passed to a sec- 
ond reading; and the report was ordered to be | 
printed. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Commerce, 
to whom were referred various bills for the im- 
provement of certain rivers and harbors, together 
with the memorials and resolutions of several 
State Legislatures in behalf of the same or similar 
works, have had the subject under consideration, | 
and have instructed me to report that they think | 
it inexpedient to make the appropriations prayed | 
for in the several bills and resolutions. The com- | 
mittee found, on careful estimate, that it would | 
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require not less than $3,000,000 to make the ap. 
propriations which are prayed for, and thought 
that in the present and prospective condition of 
the Treasury, it would be inexpedient, if no 
other objection could be raised to carrying on 
these works. They concluded with almost entire 
unanimity to make no appropriations except for 
the repair of works which, without such immediate 


appropriations, would go into destruction; and 
| with that view, they have instructed me to report, 


in accordance with the recommendations of the 


| topographical engineers of the War Department, 
| certain bills in lieu of those which have been sent 


to the committee from the Senate. 
are some twenty in number. 
necessary to read them over. 

It is proper, perhaps, to say, that in accordance 
with the view of the committee and their instruc- 
tions, I addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, 
advising him that the committee had determined to 
report no bill for the improvement of rivers or har- 
bors, except in such cases as the corps of engineers 
supervising those works believed was indispensa- 
ble to the preservation of works already made, 
and requesting him to furnish the committee with 
a list of such works, and such appropriations as 
would come within that class; and these bills have 
been drawn in accordance with the answer re- 
ceived from the War Department. 

The petitions and memorials referred to by Mr, 
Cray were as follows: 

A memorial of a committee of the corporation 
of Georgetown, praying an appropriation for the 
removal of the mud in the harbor of that town; 
a memorial of a committee of the corporation of 
Georgetown, praying an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of that place; a 
petition of citizens of California, praying that an 
appropriation may be made for the survey of the 
harbor of Crescent City, with a view to the con- 
struction of a.breakwater; a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Iowa, in favor of an appropriation 
of money for a double-track railroad around the 
lower rapids in the Mississippi river, on the west 


These bills 
I suppose it is un- 


side of the river; resolutions of the Legislature ° 


of Massachusetts, in favor of a scientific survey 


of the harbor of Boston; resolutions of the Legis- 


lature of New Jersey, in favor of appropriations 
for the better preservation of life and property in 
case of shipwreck, and for the more effective 


| working: of the Government apparatus on the 


coast of New Jersey; a petition of the inhabitants 


_of Jefferson county, New York, praying for the 


construction of a breakwater at the port of Cape 


|| Vincent; memorial of underwriters of Philadel- 
t — praying that a steam revenue cutter may be 


uilt at that place, and stationed in the Delaware 


| bay and the coast adjacent thereto; petition of 


certain persons calling themselves Hollanders, 
| adopted citizens of Michigan, praying for the im- 


provement of Black Lake harbor, in that State, 
and compensation for a pile-driver lost while in 
the service of the United States; petition of citi- 
zens of Florida, praying that a light-house or 
light-boat may be placed at Bacon Rock, about 
ten miles west of Bayport; memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Wisconsin, in favor of the erection 
of a light-house at the mouth of Kewanee river; 
petition of citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the 
erection of a light-house at Kewanee; memorial 
of B. D. Hills and others, praying for the erec- 
tion of a light-house at the mouth of the Kewa- 
nee river, Wisconsin; two petitions of citizens of 
Michigan, praying for the improvement of the 
harbors of Mackinaw City, and the erection of a 
fort, a light-house, and a custom-house, at that 
point; petition of the residents of Ohio, praying 
the improvement of the harborof Mackinaw City, 
the erection of a light-house and a custom-house 
thereat, also, a fort for the protection of the cities 
on Lake Michigan; petition of citizens of Lock- 
port, New York, praying for the construction of 
a harbor of refuge at New Buffalo, Michigan; res- 
olution of the Legislature of Michigan, in favor 
of an appropriation for the repair of the St. Mary’s 
Falls ship canal; petition of citizens of Ashtabula 
county, Ohio, praying for the improvement of 
Ashtabula harbor; memorial and resolution of 
the Legislature of Nebraska, praying for an ap- 
propriation to bridge the Platte river; petition of 
citizens of Ashtabula, Ohio, praying for the 
repair or rebuilding of the light and pier at that 
place; resolutions of the board of trade of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, in favor of an appropriation of public 
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lands to aid in the construction of a ship canal 
around the Falls of Niagara; resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, in favor of an appro- || 
priation for the improvement of certain harbors; | 
aresolution of the Senate in relation to appropri- 
ations for repairs and security of the works here- 
tofore commenced for the improvement of harbors 
and navigable rivets; and a resolution of the Sen- 
ate in relation to an appropriation for completing 
the removal of the raft of Red river; and the com- 
mittee was discharged from their further consid- 
eration. . 

The bills reported on adversely are as follows: 

A bill (S. No. 5) to provide fora survey of the 
Ohio river and its principal tributaries; 

A bill (S. No. 19) to continue the improvement || 
in the harbor of Newark, New Jersey; 

A bill (S. No. 7) for the improvement of navi- 
gation at the falls of the Ohio river; 

A bill (S. No. 43) to authorize the improve- 
ment of the Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, and | 
Arkansas rivers by contract, and making appro- 
priations for the same; 

A bill (S. No. 146) making an appropriation 
for deepening the channel over the St. Mary’s | 
river, in the State of Michigan; 

A bill (S. No. 147) making an appropriation for | 
deepening the channel overthe St. Clair flats, in 
the State of Michigan; and 

A bill (S. No. 228) making appropriations for 
certain public works in the State of Maine. 

The following new bills reported by the eom- 
mittee, were severally read the first time, and or- | 
dered to a second reading: 

A bill (S. No. 341) making appropriations for 
repairing and securing the works at the harbor of 
Chicago, Illinois; 

A bill (S. No. 342) making appropriations for 
‘the preservation and repair of the piers at the 
mouth of Milwaukee river, Wisconsin; 

A bill (S. No. 343) making appropriations for | 
repairing the piers at the harbor of Sheboygan, || 
Wisconsin; 

A bill (S. No. 344) making appropriations for 
repairing the works at the harbor of St. Joseph, 
Michigan; 

A bill (S. No. 345) making appropriations for | 
repairing the works at the harbor of Monroe, | 
Michigan; | 

A bill (S. No. 346) making appropriations for | 
completing the improvements in the raft region 
of Red river; | 

A bill (S. No. 347) making appropriations for | 
deepening the channel through the St. Clair flats, 
Michigan ; | 

A bill (S. No. 348) making appropriations for | 
the preservation of steam dredges and appurte- 
nances; 

A bill (S. No. 349) making appropriations for | 
repairs of the piers at Burlington, Vermont; 

A bill(S. No. 350) making appropriations for 
immediate repairs required for the preservation 
of Oswego harbor, New York; 

A bill (S. No. 351) making appropriations for 
repairing the piers at Sodus Bay harbor, Wayne | 
county, New York, and for dredging between the | 
channel piers; 

A bill (S. No. 352) making appropriations for | 
repairing the public works at Genesee harbor, | 
New York; | 

A bill (S. No. 353) making appropriations for | 
eens the piers of Oak Orchard harbor, New 

ork; 

A bill (S. No. 354) making appropriations for || 
ny the public works at Butfalo harbor, New | 

ork, 

A bill (S. No. 355) making appropriations for 
the immediate repair of Dunkirk harbor works; |; 

A bill (S. No. 356) making appropriations for || 
immediate repair of the piers at Erie harbor, | 
Pennsylvania; 

A bill (S. No. 357) making appropriations for || 
repairing the works at the harbor of Conneaut, } 
Ohio; \ 


! 


= % 








| 
hio; | 

A bill (S. No. 359) making appropriations for | 
repairs upon the works at Grand River harbor, | 

10; 

A bill (S. No. 360) making ee for 
securing and repairing the works at the harbor of | 
Cleveland, Ohio; | 

A bill (S. No. 361) making appropriations for | 








| 
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from decay and destruction. 
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repairs upon the works at Black River harbor, 
Ohio; 

A bill (S. No. 362) making appropriations for 
repairs upon the works at Huron harbor, Ohio; 


| and 


A bill (S. No. 363) making appropriations for 
unforeseen contingencies of lake Cocbene, 

Mr. CLAY. I will take occasion to say to the 
Senate that there may be some surprise on the 


| part of some members that other bills have not 


been reported for works in other sections of the | 


country, as these are confined almost exclusively 


to the northwestern iakes; but the committee have | 


conformed entirely to the advice of the board of 


| topographical engineers, limiting the bills to such 


works only as, in the opinion of that board, re- 
quired immediate appropriations to preserve them 


over, in behalf of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 


in accordance with the instructions of the major- 


| ity of the committee; and he and I do not assent 


to their constitutionality or their expediency. 
Mr. HAMLIN. What the Senator from Ala- 
bama has said in relation to the report is all 7 
1 


| accurate. There is, however, one other fact whic 


I think ought to be stated, to give the Senate an 
idea of the whole matter. At all events, I think 
that some Senators who have not examined the 


matter carefully may not entertain precisely the || 


right view of the subject from the statement the 
Senator has made, and he has made it very truth- 
fully. All [ desire to say is this: the committee 


I will say, more- | 


| Toomss] and myself, that I reported these bills | 


classified the subjects which were referred to them, | 


they concluded to make no recommendations, and | 


to report no bills for continuing any work in pro- 
cess of construction; but they have reported an- 
other set of bills in accordance with the recom- 


mendation of the Department to preserve works, | 


and to prevent them from going into decay. The | 
point to which I wish to call the attention of the 


Senate is, that the Department was not called on 


for an opinion in relation to other works, and we | 
do not know and cannot know that they would 
not have recommended every other work against | 


which the committee have reported. 


It is there- | 


fore wholly the action of the committee in rela- | 


tion to all other matters, and not of the Depart- 
ment. ‘That is what I desire to have known. 


Mr. CLAY. 


that the Senator is correct in that remark; but, as 


exception I believe, had agreed, in the first place, 
that we would report no bills except for such 
works as required an immediate appropriation to 
save them from destruction, and I addressed the 


Secretary with that view, to ascertain which they | 


were, 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to ask the honorable 
Senator, the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, at what time it will.be convenient for him 
these bills for consideration ? 

Mr. CLAY. 1 would defer them indefinitely. 

Mr.SEWARD. Then I will give the hon- 
orable chairman notice that on Tuesday of next 
week, if he shall not object, I shall ask the Sen- 
ate to take up these bills for consideration. 

Mr. CLAY. If it is the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate to defer all other bills which have precedence, 
of course I shall acquiesce with the best grace I 
can. . 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing thatthe Speaker had signed the follow- 


| ing enrolied bill and resolution, which thereupon 
received the signature of the Vice President: 


An act (S. No. 245) to authorize the settlement 
of the accounts of Luther Jewett, late collector 
of the district of Portland and Falmouth, in the 


| State of Maine. 


A resolution (S. No. 2) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to audit and settle the ac- 
counts of the contractor for the erection of the 


United States marine hospital at San Francisco, | 


California, : 
COMMITTEE ON CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I rise for the purpose 


of asking the Senate to excuse me from serving 


upon the Committee on Contingent Expenses. | | 


resume the Chair was not aware of the fact that 
was already on three committees when he placed 
I think three is 


It is proper that I should say | 


he will acknowledge, the committee, with a single | 


| I am now, meet twice a week. 
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about the highest number of committees any 
member is required to work on. All the commit- 
tees upon which Lam, are really laboring commit- 
tees. I am on the Committee on Printing, which, 
I presume, all will concede performs some labor, 
and the Committee on Military Affairs, and the 
Committee on Territories. But for that fact, I 
would not hesitate to perform the duties of this 
post with pleasure; but, really, to require of me, 
in addition to three others, to perform the duties 
of the committee upon which I have been recent! 
placed, wiil entail upon me more labor than I thin 
the Senate is inclined to entail upon any one of its 
members. I ask, therefore, that! be excused from 
serving on that committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator from Ala- 
bama will consent to serve on that committee; for 
I believe itas an important one for the residue of 
the session. I dislike to interfere with him. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I would not hesitate to 
perform the labors incident to that station, but for 
the fact that some of the committees upon which 
I have been in 
committee every day this week. The Committee 
on Printing is very laborious. The Committee 
on Military Affairs is also very laborious; the 
Committee on Territories is not so much so. But 
Iam very well assured that members can be found 
in the Senate more competent, and perhaps more 
willing, than I am to undertake the performance 
of the duties of the Committee on Contingent Ex- 
venses. I would not hesitate to do so, if Icould; 
bat | really feel it impossible for me to perform 
the duties incident to that station, and to the other 
committees of which | am a member. I trust, 
therefore, that the Senate will excuse me. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Jounson, 
of Tennessee, was appointed to fill the vacancy. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr.SEWARD asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce aos resolution 
(S. No. 37) authorizing the President of the Uni- 


ted States to give tothe Government of Hanover 


| the notice required by the treaty of the 10th June, 


1846, for the termination of the eleventh article 
of said treaty; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 364) 
to improve the channel of the Potomac river in 
the District of Columbia; which was read twice, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 365) 
authorizing the judges of the late Territory of 


| Minnesota to discharge certain trusts; which was 
| read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 


| 


mittee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 366) au- 
thorizing the establishment of a northern Pacific 
mail route; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


|| Post Roads. 


| 


DE VISSER AND VILLARUBIA. 


Mr. KING submitted the following resolution 
and asked for its immediate consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘T'reasury be direeted 
to communicate to the Senate what proceedings, ifany, have 
been taken, to investigate and punish the complicity of cus- 


| tom-house officers at New Orleans with a partner of the 


commercial house of Simon de Visser, and José Villarubia 


| of New Orleans, in committing frauds on the revenue by 
| false invoices and false computations of quantities and 


values. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have no sort of objection 
to make to any resolution of inquiry couched in 
the ordinary form, but this resolution if I heard 


| it correctly, conveys by direct implication, the as- 


' 


‘| Mr. KING. 





| made most clearly and distinct! 


sertion that some of the officers of the customs 
| in New Orleans have been guilty of complicity in 
this fraud. I say that there is no shadow of found- 
ation for that assertion, but it rs assumed here as 
/afact. I am perfeetly willing that any inquiry 
should be made intothe conduct of the officers, but 
they must not be condemned before they are heard. 
I am sure the Senator from New York must see 
| that that ts Improper. 
I have no desire to prejudge this 

case, but surely all who recollect the debate of 
| yesterday, will remember that the assertion was 
by Senators, 
that these officers were implicated in frauds, and 
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that was made a ground for excusing the mer- 
chants from the payment of duties, and excusing 
them from the forfeitures and penalties. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Butthat assertion was as dis- 
tinctly repudiated. This resolution makes the 
charge, and asserts it as a fact. 

Mr KING. Itasks whether any proceedings 
hare been taken to investigate them. 

Mr. SLIDELL. It goes further, and assumes 
complicity on their part. 

Mr. BIGLER. What is the question under 
consideration? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 
is, is there any objection to the present consider- 
ation of the resolution ? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will not object to its con- 
sideration, if it is put in proper terms. 

Mr. KING. I will! strike out the avords, * to 
punish,”’ 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
city.’”” 

Mr. KING. V« ry well, The object is to pro- 
eure information whether any proceedings have 
been taken in the case. I understood from both 
the Senators from Louisiana yesterday that there 
was a probability of that complicity. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I did not say so. 

Mr. BIGLER. [object to the consideration 
of the resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
being objected Lo, lies over. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auven, its Clerk, announced that the 
House of Representatives had passed the bill of 
the Senate (No. 38) for the relief of John R. 
Temple, of Louisiana. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bills and joint resolution, 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested: 

A bill (No, 221) for the relief of Mary Bain- 
bridge; 

A bill (No. 224) for the relief of Stephen Bun- 
nell; 

A bill (No. 232) for the relief of Margaret 
Whitehead; 

A bill (No. 250) for the relief of Pierre Gagnon, 
of Natchitoches, Louisiana; 

A bill (No. 254) for the relief of William Hutch- 
enson,; 

A bill (No. 256) for the relief of Oliver P. 
Hovey; 

A bill (No. 257) to increase the pension of 
Henry E. Read, a citizen of Kentucky, and for 
other purposes; 

A bill (No. 260) for the relief of Isuac Car- 
penter; 

A bill (No. 261) for the relief of Leonard 
Loomis; 

A bill (No. 264) granting a pension to Thomas 
Allcock, of Rochester, New York; 

A bill (No. 272) for the relief of Brevet Major 
H. L. Kendrick; 

A bill (No. 273) for the relief of John F. 
Cannon; 

A bill (No. 327) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Marie Malines; 

A bill (No. 332) for the relief of Richard B. 
Alexander; 

A bill (No. 334) for the relief of Simeon Sted- 
man; 

A bill (No. 335) for the relief of Susanmh 

edman, widow of Lloyd Redman; 

A bill (No. 577) for the relief of Rebecca M. 
Bowden, cf Prince George county, Virginia; 

A bill (No. 578) for the relief of Isaac Drew, 
and other settlers upon the public lands in the 
State of Wisconsin; and 

A joint resolution (No. 10) for the relief of 
General Sylvester Churchill. 


| 
! 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr, HUNTER. 
utes of the time for the consideration of the special 
order, and I move to take up the general appro- | 
priation bill. I think we can dispose of it very | 
soon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will re- 
mind the Senate that, by a special order, to-day | 
was set apart for the consideration of business | 
relating to the District of Columbia. The Chair | 
calls the attention of Senators tothe fact, and the | 
bill which comes up first in order, is—— 


Say, *‘any alleged compli- 


The 


resolution 


| 
} 
i 
i 


It is now within a few min- || 


|| Mr. 


Mr. ELUNTER. 1 understood, when we ad- 
journed on ‘Thursday, that the appropriation bill 
would come up at twelve o’clock to-day. 

Mr. BROWN. That might have been the Sen- 
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ator’s understanding, but it certainly was not | 


mine. 


Mr. HUNTER. Then I move to postpone all | 
prior orders for the purpose of taking up the ap- | 


propriation bill. It will not take long; we can 
dispose of it in twenty or thirty minutes. We 
— 

do; they can accomplish their purpose. We can 
close up the bill and send it to the House of Rep- 
resentatives in a short time. 

Mr. BROWN. I must protest against that. 
This day was set apart for the business of the 
District of Columbia. Congress has exclusive 
jurisdiction over the District, and yet it has not 
had a day in six months for the consideration of 
its business. Il know very well if this motion to 
take up the appropriation bill is agreed to, to-day 
will be gone, utterly gone. We shall go into a 
long discussion about the reporters again, and you 
will not see the end of it for hours. I hope the 
Senate will stand by their order, and give this 
day to the business of the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up the appropri- 
ation bill, 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. [think the hour of taking 
up the special order is fixed too early in the day. 
It requires a whole half hour to get through the 
petitions; and there is scarcely any opportunity 
to do business before the special order is taken 
up. If the hour was fixed at half past twelve 
o’clock, we might accomplish a good deal of busi- 
ness every morning, and I suggest that the special 
order be postponed simply for the half hour. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will re- 
mind the Senator of the exact state of the ques- 
tion before the Senate. By special resolution, the 
Senate determined to set apart this day for the 
business of the District of Columbia. The Chair 
will call up that business, and was going to an- 
nounce a bill before the Senate, when the Senator 
from Virginia moved to postpone. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will de- 
termine this question without debate. Let us not 
waste the day in talking about the priority of busi- 
ness. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to ask the Senator from 


Virginia whether this day has not been set apart | 
for District business, by a special order of the | 


Senate? If so, I think it is much better to adhere 
to that special order. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
the question. It seems to me it can require no ar- 
gument. I hope we shall vote on it without de- 
bate, and then go on with whatever business we 

determine to take up. 

Mr. FOSTER, suggest to the Senator from 
Virginia that he modify his motion by proposing 
to postpone the special order until one o’clock. I 


think we can get through with the appropriation | 


bill by one o’clock. 


Mr. HUNTER. I have submitted the motion. | 


The Senate will determine it according to their 
good pleasure. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam satisfied by my ex- 
perience here that it is of very little use to under- 
take to resist the Senator from Virginia. I think 
we had better let him have his bill up, and get it 
out of the way. We shall never be permitted to 
do anything so long as he is in the way. 
therefore that we shall let him take it up. 

Mr. BROWN. [hope no such thing will be 
done. I protest against it in the name of justice 
to this District. Everybody knows the Senator 
will get his appropriation bills through. Who 
does not know it? 

Mr. WILSON. 
on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

LITTLE. I move to amend the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia, so as to post- 
pone the special order until one,o’clock. 


Mr. HUNTER. My motion is notamendable. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


‘|The Senator had better let the vote be taken on 


the motion. Vote it down, or take up the bill; let 
| us decide the question. 

|. Mr. IVERSON. I rise to a point of order. 
| After the yeas and nays have been called, is it 


|| competent to move an amendment? 


I hope | 


erstand very well what the majority wish to | 


The Senate will determine | 


| 
| 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair was 
considering that quesuon. 

Mr. STUART. Certainly it is. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to make an inquiry, 
The effect of this motion will be to vacate or an. 
nul, for the present, the special order by which 
this day was assigned fur the consideration of 
District business, will it not? 

Mr. BROWN. The effect of it is to deprive 
the District of any chance at all during this ses. 
sion of Congress. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
tion for that reason. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not so understand it, [| 
am willing to give them anotherday. I hope the 
appropriation bill will not take more than half an 
hour. : 

Mr. BROWN. It will last all day. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If my motion is in order, 
it seems to me it accomplishes all that is desired 
on all sides. It gives the Senator from Virginia 
an hour for his bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair doubts 
whether the Senator’s motion is in order, as the 
yeas and nays have been ordered on the motion 
to postpone the prior orders. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 31, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Brod- 
erick, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Douglas, 
Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Harlan, Henderson, 
Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Jones , 
Mason, Polk, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson of New 
Jersey, Toombs, Trumbull, and Wright—3lL. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bright, Brown, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Ham- 
lin, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Mallory, Seward Shields, 

j» Simmons, Stuart, Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—22. 

So the motion to postpone all prior orders and 
take up the legislative appropriation bill, was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN. I hope, sir, that the proposi- 
tion I am about to make will not be considered in 
any spirit of retaliation. I prepare bill after bill 
with great labor, and bring them to the Senate 
and have days set for their consideration, and 

| then have them taken away from us in this man- 
-ner. Idonotthink itis exactly right. My labor 
amounts to nothing. I do not see that I am labor- 
ing toany purpose. This proceeding, of course, 
makes the District business utterly null and void. 
| Therefore, without meaning to be understood by 
any one as doing what I am about to do in any 
spirit of retaliation, | beg leave to tender my res- 
_ignation as chairman of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
| make any motion? 

Mr. BROWN. I move that I be excused from 
service as chairman of the committee. 

Mr.SLIDELL. I move that the consideration 
of that motion be postponed until to-morrow. 

Several Senators. Let it lie on the table. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I make that motion. Let it 
|| lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Mississippi asks to be excused from further ser- 
vice upon the Committee on the District of Co- 

lumbia. The Senator from Louisiana moves that 
| that question lie on the table. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not think that would 
|| be respectful to the Senator from Mississippi. 
|| Mr. SEWARD. I ask for a division of the 
| question. 
| Mr. SLIDELL. 1 will state to the Senator 
| from New York that I moved, in the first instance, 
| that the consideration of the motion be postponed 
| untilto-morrow, which, I was inclined to think, 
' was the most courteous course towards the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi; but I was advised by gen- 
| tlemen about me to make the other motion to lay 
on the table, it being more in conformity to usage 
| I suppose there is really no material difference. 
| Mr. SEWARD. I hope I may be pardoned 
| for saying that I am not prepared to vote for ex- 
| cusing the honorable Senator from his post. 
think he has performed his duties well, and I think 
_ he ought to be allowed to bring his business be- 
| fore the Senate. He is the judge himself whether 

this is the right way to manifest the spirit which 


I shall vote against the mo- 





he feels on the subject. I shall go with him, what- 
| ever his purpose may be. I think this District is 
| entitled to this day, and that the Senator is ent!- 
tled to it, because the Senate has previously agreed 
| to give it. 

' 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President—— 
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